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OSWA Annual Meeting, Another Huge Success
A huge thank you to all who made OSWA’s 2014 Annual Meeting 
another success.  There are many who deserve a lot of the credit 
including those who attended.  It was another great team effort.  
The Douglas County Small Woodland Association did a fantastic 
job in organizing three days of entertainment and information and 
also supplying the needed volunteers for a successful event.  OSWA 
had another record number of Sponsors this year (see page 23) and 
another great group of exhibitors.  

By Jim James

Douglas County President,  
Dale Cyler, welcomes 
everyone to the OSWA  
Annual Meeting.

Mike Cloughsey, Master  
of Ceremonies

State Forester,  Doug  
Decker Keynote Speaker

On Thursday, June 26th 115 people enjoyed tours of Roseburg 
Forest Products Engineered Wood Products mill in Riddle and the 
Douglas Complex Fire area. On Friday, June 27th, Mike Cloughsey 
did a masterful job as Master of Ceremonies.

Keynote Speaker, State Forester Doug Decker, kicked things 
off with a message about the strong partnership between the 
Oregon Department of Forestry and the private forest owners of 
Oregon.  The program followed the theme “Family Forest Owners 
– The Gambles and The Rewards”.  Speakers addressed the many 
challenges and benefits related to forest ownership in regard to 
regulations, public perception, economics, water quality, fire, and 
personal satisfaction.

Water Quality Panel, Gary Springer, 
Eric Geyer, and Maryanne Reiter

Fire Panel, Kristin Babbs, Doug 
Grafe,  and Melvin Thornton

continued on page 10
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The OSWA Vision
To see privately owned 
family woodlands are a 

thriving part of Oregon’s 
landscape in 2050.

Our Mission 
Statement
Oregon Small  

Woodlands Association 
shall be an 

 effective force in 
addressing statewide 

forestry issues that are 
critical to family forest-

landowners by:

Educating and informing 
the owners of forested 
tracts and the public 
regarding forestry 
and family forestland 
management issues.

Providing a medium for 
the exchange of ideas 
about family forestland 
by landowners, public 
agencies, consultants, 
and timber industry 
personnel.

Serving as a forum to 
make recommendations 
for investigating and 
solving problems, and 
for improving forest 
management, harvesting, 
and marketing.

Representing the owners 
of family forestlands to 
the general public and 
before legislative bodies 
and regulatory agencies.

OSWA President’s Message Scott Hanson

Greetings to OSWA Members,

I became the new OSWA President during our Annual Meeting in 
Douglas County at Seven Feathers Casino Resort on June 26-28, 
2014.  Only one problem, I had locked in vacation months earlier that 
spanned this time period to visit with my wife’s relatives in China 
and Australia.  I heard a lot of good things from Jim James and Scott 
Hayes on the success of our 2014 Annual Meeting.  I want to offer a 
special thanks to all the many folks who helped plan and carry out 
the 2014 Annual Meeting.  Great job!  Wow!  For Douglas county to 
sponsor the Annual Meeting two years in a row; that’s special!

Here is a short introduction for OSWA members who I have not met.  
For the last 35 years I have lived on a small tree farm just outside of Oregon City in Clackamas 
County.  I purchased an additional larger tree farm near Silver Falls in Marion County 20 years 
ago.  Like many of you, I had a special mentor (my maternal grandfather, Donald F. Holden, Sr.) 
when I was a young teenager who taught me the ways to be productive on agricultural and 
woodland property.

I have some big shoes to fill from the work done by prior OSWA President Scott Hayes.  Scott’s 
Oregon Department of Forestry career background has been an immense help to OSWA 
currently tracking and strategizing our response to the Board of Forestry’s riparian rulemaking 
process to address the RipStream study results.  I have been learning a lot about OSWA from 
Scott, Jim James and the role OSWA fills for family forest owners in Oregon.

I wanted to talk about two aspects of OSWA: membership and participation.  OSWA Officers 
need to be ever vigilant on growing our membership.  Membership revenues play a large role 
in funding our many programs, events, and meet payroll.  We need the help of all members to 
grow our membership.  It is not a one person or a single committee job.  Who might you invite 
to the next OSWA sponsored event?

Secondly, I want to encourage each OSWA member to participate in our many programs and 
events.  We need to talk to each other if we are going to educate each other.  OSWA represents 
its members to the general public, and before legislative bodies and regulatory agencies.  
You need to let OSWA Officers know your opinions and the issues you most want resolved.  
One more step regarding participation; please consider volunteering your time on an OSWA 
committee or becoming an officer.  You will meet some nice people and be a positive force 
within the family forest community.  Thank you.  And look forward to seeing you soon.    

Oregon Small Woodlands Association  •  www.oswa.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208  •  Salem, OR 97301  •  503-588-1813
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Our Tree Farm 
Vision

To promote the growing 
of renewable forest 
resources on private 

lands while protecting 
environmental benefits 
and increasing public 
understanding of all 

benefits of productive 
forestry

Our Mission 
Statement

Help Oregon family forest 
owners sustainably care 
for their woodlands by:

• Raising the Tree Farm 
brand profile with key 
audiences.

• Increase Tree Farm 
membership.

•Promote multi-
generational ownership 
of family forests.

• Develop stronger 
partnerships to leverage 
accomplishment of 
mutual goals.

Tree Farm Chair’s Message Joe Holmberg

One of the hazards present on our Tree Farm isn’t large but 
it packs a wallop.  I am recovering from a close encounter with 
ground nesting bees that were hanging out in an abandoned vole 
burrow.  Before I realized what was going on, I was nailed about 
a half dozen times.  One of my eyes is swollen half shut and my 
forearm looks like Popeye’s forearm.  The EpiPen injection and 
time will ameliorate these effects.  But it did tend to refocus the 
remainder of the day.

Tree Farmers must remain vigilant when working their woodlands.  
Tree Framers nationally need to remain vigilant for hazards to our 
way of life.  Representative David Camp of Michigan has introduced 
tax reform legislation that would, among other things, eliminate 
the federal reforestation tax credit and would eliminate the 
deductibility of our Tree Farm operating expenses.  Fortunately, 
Oregon Tree Farm System’s (OTFS) parent organization the 
American Tree Farm System (ATFS) maintains a cadre of legislative 
liaisons who monitor the mechanizations of Congress and works 
with Tree Farmers around the country encouraging them to 
communicate with their local representatives the unintended 
consequences of initiatives like this.  ATFS was very active in 
securing Tree Farmer favorable provisions in the recent Farm Bill 
and now turns its attention to tax reform.  ATFS is your voice in 
Congress like OSWA is your voice in Salem.  

A recent review of the membership rolls of both OTFS and OSWA 
revealed that there was surprisingly little overlap in membership 
with about 350 Oregon small woodland owners holding dual 
memberships.  I believe that family forestland owners owe it to 
themselves, their families and their land to support both OSWA 
and OTFS.  Very early in my professional career I became aware 
that governments respond to the loudest and most vocal pressure 
group.  Lend your voice and support to our organizations as they 
weigh in on stream rules and taxes.

Oregon Tree Farm System  •  www.otfs.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208  •  Salem, OR 97301  •  503-362-0242
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OSWA Executive Directors Report 

The Board of Forestry’s 
Riparian Rulemaking process 
has continued to monopolize 
a large portion of OSWA’s 
time throughout this year. 
Thank you to the many OSWA 
members who attended the 
Board of Forestry meetings 
April 14th in Roseburg, June 
4th and 23rd in Salem, and 
July 24th and 25th at the Trask 
River Research tour and Board 
of Forestry meeting in Forest 

Grove. OSWA’s testimony and outreach to the members 
of the Board have been very effective in delivering our 
message. OSWA believes the Paired Watershed Studies 
demonstrate, without question, that there is no negative 
impact to fish when following Oregon’s current Riparian 
Rules. We acknowledge a minor and temporary increase 
in water temperature can result from a timber harvest as 
shown in the RipStream Study, but believe the temporary 
increase has more potential to benefit fish than it does to 
harm them. OSWA’s Water Quality Committee has been 
active in addressing this issue.  There is an update article 
on page 6 and 7.    

By Jim James

OSWA’s Annual meeting was well attended and the Douglas 
County Chapter did another fabulous job of hosting this 
year’s events.  See front page article. As part of the Annual 
Meeting the Board met on June 26th and addressed several 
important issues. A shortfall in anticipated membership 
dues revenue has shed doubts that OSWA’s budgeted 
revenue needs will be met. One option discussed was to 
ask chapters to forgo a portion of their $10 per member 
chapter dues to help balance the OSWA budget. This has 
been an ongoing issue for the last three years.  The topic of 
raising OSWA dues in 2015 to help meet financial needs was 
also discussed. Board members spoke in both opposition 
to and in favor of raising dues. The Executive Committee 
and other interested Board members will evaluate OSWA’s 
financial situation and make a recommendation to the 
Board on how to keep OSWA financially viable.  The 
2014/2015 budget will be approved at the September 26th 
Board meeting. OSWA’s Budget continues to be a focus 
point.  The overall revenue strategy has been dependent 
upon membership growth.  Membership dues make up 
about 2/3 of the OSWA revenue. The following table shows 
where we are through June. 

During the Annual Membership Meeting on June 27th 
Rick Barnes was nominated to fill the vacant President 
Elect position and Mike Barnes and Dick Courter were both 

Revenue
2012/2013  
Approved 

Budget

2012/2013  
Actual Final 

Budget

2013/2014  
Approved 

Budget

2013/2014  
Budget Actual 

Nov  2013-June 2014

 Dues 160,000 144,283 159,900 146,292

 Parton Program 18,000 28,181 32,000 20,000

 OSWA Fund Drive 5,000 2,416 5,000 5,774

 Grants 13,500 17,185 20,000 5,439

 Operating Income 36,300 52,772 31,700 36,752

Totals 233,300 244,837 248,600 214,257

Expenses

Chapter Dues Rebate 18,000 15,880 17,000 0

Wages & Prof. Services 108,300 117,099 120,400 71,719

 Publications 14,500 15,631 21,600 10,060

 Office & Op. Expenses 92,100 109,672 85,200 70,844

Totals 232,900 258,282 244,200 152,623

Profit 400 (13,444) 4,400 61,634

OSWA Budget continued next page
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Fire Lines

IFPL vs. PUBLIC REGULATED USE CLOSURES
By Tom Fields

The Industrial Fire Precaution Level (IFPL) system regulates operations 
on all federal lands in Oregon and Washington, Oregon Department 
of Forestry protected lands west of the Cascades, and Washington 
Department of Natural Resources protected lands. 

Public activity restrictions under ODF’s protection are tied to 
regulated use closures. Common public use restrictions include 
campfires, off-road driving, and smoking.  A specific example for a 
specific area could be keeping campfires below the high tide line 
and out of the driftwood. 

Industry restrictions may apply to the public, for 
example, when using power saws. Power saws may 
be used on a landing all day under IFPL 2 and up to 
1PM for IFPL 3.  However, regulated use closures 
usually require power saw use to stop at 1PM for 
IFPL 1 & 2 and completely for levels 3 & 4. 

In some cases, regulated use closures cross 
over to operators. While fire tools are not 
required on trucks transporting workers (i.e. 
crummies) during IFPL’s, ALL vehicles during a 
regulated use closure must carry them. To best 
avoid confusion, during fire season we recommend 
keeping fire tools in all vehicles. 

nominated to fill a vacant Second Vice President position.  
OSWA Bylaws require a vote by mail. The election form is 
in this newsletter with a return envelope.  Please vote and 
return your ballot by August 25th. 

Another significant action taken by the Board was to 
authorize OSWA to accept a $10,000 donation from Port 
Blakely Tree Farmers to be used for college scholarships for 
OSWA member children or grandchildren who are at least 
a Junior attending a natural resource college. The donation 
is in honor of Port Blakely’s 150th anniversary. See article 
on page 11 for details.  

OSWA is planning to have several Howdy Neighbor woods 
tours in 2014.  Six have been scheduled. Lincoln County 
held a tour on June 14th and Douglas County had a tour 
on June 28th. Future tours will include Clackamas County, 
August 9th, Linn County and West Multnomah County on 
August 23rd, and Lane County on September 20th. See 
details on pages 8 and 9. 

   

OSWA Executive Directors Report  continued
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OSWA News

The Board of Forestry held an all day workshop on June 
23rd to discuss issues they will need to consider as they 
continue working on the riparian rulemaking for small 
and medium fish bearing streams.  

Background on Riparian Rulemaking

Oregon’s Protecting Cold Water criteria, developed by 
the state’s Environmental Quality Commission over a 
decade ago states there can be no human caused stream 
temperature increases above 0.3 degree Celsius  in water 
bodies where threatened and endangers (T&E) species are 
present and the temperature is already below a numeric 
criteria determined for each T&E fish species.  A ten year 
study called RipStream, was designed to measure the 
effectiveness of Oregon’s Forest Practices riparian rules 
in meeting the Protecting Cold Water criteria.  Although, 
not all of the RipStream data has been completed, it 
did concluded that for small and medium fish bearing 
streams, when harvested down to the minimum leave 
tree requirements in Oregon’s forest practice laws, there 
was, on average, a 0.7 degree Celsius increase in water 
temperature 40% of the time. In January 2012, the Board, 
on a five to two vote, determined the RipStream study 
indicated degradation of water quality on small and 
medium fish bearing streams and initiated a rulemaking 
process to address this concern. The workshop on June 
23rd was designed to assist the Board in their decision 
making.

OSWA Position on Rulemaking

OSWA supports the Oregon Forest Practice Laws because 
they have historically been based on science.  OSWA has 
officially been opposed to this rulemaking process and 
has testified several times at Board of Forestry meetings 
that the minor increase of 0.7 degree Celsius 40% of the 
time, by itself, does not warrant a change in riparian rules.  
A more holistic approach must be taken.  Three Paired 
Watershed studies with varying degrees of completion, 
show temperature increases resulting from timber 
harvests on small and medium fish bearing streams are 
minor, temporary, and could actually be beneficial to fish.  
OSWA has also testified to the Environmental Quality 
Commission, that the Protecting Cold Water criteria they 
developed has little scientific validation and the newly 
developed Paired Watershed studies suggest the 0.3 

Recap of Board of Forestry Riparian Rule Analysis Workshop
by Jim James

degree Celsius is not the appropriate measurement for 
Oregon forest streams.     

Highlights of Workshop of interest to OSWA

The workshop provided good information to the Board.  
Six three person panels presented scientific information, 
policy underpinnings, legal and policy roles, conservation 
community concerns, forest landowning community 
concerns, and policy choices.  As one might expect there 
was some controversy with most presentations.  Jim 
Brown, retired State Forester opened the discussion with 
the legislature’s intent when they intentionally created 
the relationship between the Board of Forestry that has 
absolute control in developing state forest policy and 
the Environment Quality Commission that has absolute 
control in setting state water quality standards. This 
built in potential conflict was designed to require both 
organizations to work together to develop sound policies 
for the state. 

The scientific information provided to the Board included 
some RipStream results, some results of the Paired 
Watershed studies, and temperature impacts on fish. 
RipStream does show there is no doubt that a small 
increase in stream temperatures can occur following a 
clearcut timber harvest when the basal area of conifers 
is reduced to the minimum amount required by law.  A 
model, prepared by ODF, using the RipSream data also 
suggests that to guarantee no increase in temperature 
above 0.3 degree Celsius a 100 foot no touch buffer 
may be needed on both sides of small and medium fish 
bearing streams.  As one might expect, the model is very 
controversial, but it does layout the likely worst case 
scenario to landowners of the results from the rulemaking 
process.  The scientific information from the Hinkle Creek 
study was more positive.  It clearly demonstrates there is 
a minor temperature increase in streams within a clearcut 
harvest unit following harvest, it lasts for only a few years, 
it travels only a short distance downstream before it can 
no longer be detected, and there is evidence that the 
minor temperature increase is beneficial not harmful to 
fish.  

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ), Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODF&W), 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and NOAA 
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OSWA News

Fisheries all testified.  They were basically justifying the 
policy decisions they have made that could influence the 
Board on riparian rulemaking.  The primary difference in 
this testimony from the scientific information is that very 
little of the commentary was backed up with reference 
to scientific information.  My observation is that there 
was lots of opinion and assumptions made that should 
not carry as much weight as information from the Paired 
Watershed studies that is real science around real Oregon 
forest streams. We know that the guidance provided to 
the EQC from the EPA when developing the Protecting 
Cold Water criteria lacked scientific justification for most of 
the assumptions used.  The testimony from the agencies 
was consistent with this lack of scientific support for their 
policy positions. One exception was a presentation from 
DEQ that referenced studies on how temperatures travel 
downstream, but included studies that, in my opinion, 
should not have been included when discussing the 
real question, what happens on small and medium fish 
bearing forest streams. 

A very positive presentation was made by the Oregon 
Department of Justice and Richard Whitman, the 
Governor’s Natural Resource Advisor.  It was clear from 
their testimony, that the Board of Forestry has a lot of 
flexibility in determining the outcome of the rulemaking 
process.  Their hands are not tied to a narrowly focused 
temperature issue just because of the Protecting Cold 
Water criteria is different than what the RipStream study 
shows.  

In my opinion, the conservation community presentations 
were not convincing.  Threat of litigation, criticism of the 
Paired Watershed studies, and suggesting that the fishing 
industry in Oregon is at risk were the focus.  In my opinion, 
the landowner panel was much more convincing.  Dave 
Schmidt testified for OSWA and did an outstanding job of 
expressing small woodland owner concerns and putting 
a face on who we are.  Heath Curtiss with Oregon Forest 
Industries Council (OFIC) and Weyerhaeuser’s Fisheries 
Biologist, Bob Bilbee, did good jobs of summarizing what 
we heard that day and pointing out where discrepancies 
in the testimony existed. 

Peter Daugherty, Private Forests Division Chief, 
concluded the day with an overview of options the 
Board might consider including, no change, modify the 
riparian rules, or propose voluntary measures.  He also 
identified challenges with the Protecting Cold Water 
criteria because it only applies when T&E species are 
present.  There is not a good record on which Oregon 

stream segments actually have T&E species.  There is also 
a challenge related to impacts to landowners because 
of ownership and regional differences.  The Board must 
consider economic impacts before they can make a rule 
change.  Peter also outlined the next steps. The Board 
toured the Trask River Paired Watershed study area on 
July 24th.  The Department of Forestry will present to the 
Board a list of alternatives for rulemaking at the Board’s 
September 3rd Board of Forestry meeting in Salem.  A 
decision by the Board could be made at its November 5th 
and 6th meeting in Portland. 

Board of Forestry Tour and Meeting July 24th and 25th

The Board sponsored a field trip to the Trask River Paired 
Watershed study area on July 24th.  Over a dozen OSWA 
members were among the 60 plus who participated.  This 
study will not be completed until 2016, but the preliminary 
results after one year of data collection following 
harvest show similar results from Hinkle Creek, minor 
increases in stream temperature that quickly dissipate 
downstream.  At the Board meeting on July 25th OSWA 
President Scott Hanson testified to the Board asking 
then to reconsider their degradation findings that led to 
the current riparian rulemaking in light of information 
from Paired Watershed studies. A paper was presented 
to the Board by John Westall, Benton County OSWA 
member, outlining the process and support information 
used by the Environmental Quality Commission (EQC) 
when they adopted the current Protecting Cold Water 
criteria, following the guidance from the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). The guidance from EPA did not 
include scientific evidence that the 0.3 degree Celsius 
threshold in the Protecting Cold Water criteria is required 
to protect fish.  The Paired Watershed studies indicate 
minor human caused increases in stream temperatures, 
resulting from following the Forest Practices Act, have 
no negative impact to fish.  The Protecting Cold Water 
criteria is the catalyst for the riparian rulemaking process.   

 This issue will continue to be one of the highest priorities 
for OSWA until it is resolved.  Thank you to the many  
dozens of OSWA members who attended the April Board 
of Forestry meeting in Roseburg, the Riparian Rulemaking 
Workshop in Salem, the Trask River Paired Watershed tour, 
and the Board of Forestry meeting in Forest Grove. OSWA 
attendance was noticed by the Board and I believe has 
influenced how the rulemaking has proceeded.  Member 
attendance at upcoming meetings in September and 
November will be equally important to help influence the 
outcome of this rulemaking. 
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OSWA News

OSWA Howdy Neighbor Tours are a program supported by a grant from Oregon Forest Resources Institute.  They are 
a great opportunity to share knowledge between forest owners about a long list of forest values and management 
strategies.  Traditionally OSWA has four tours per year hosted by an OSWA County Chapter.  OSWA and non-OSWA 
members are invited to attend.  These tours are a good opportunity to expose non-members to OSWA and OSWA uses 
them as member recruitment opportunities. 

In 2014 OSWA will have six Howdy Neighbor Tours. There were two successful Howdy Neighbor Tours in June.  Four 
additional tours are scheduled for August and September.

The first tour was on June 14th hosted by Lincoln County.  It took place on Peter and Alice Bregman’s Eagles Roost Tree 
Farm near Waldport.  Sixty five people enjoyed a tour of the Bregman’s property focusing on area history, dealing with 
elk damage, reforestation challenges, harvest planning, hardwood markets, and Forest Practice regulations. The tour 
concluded with a barbeque hamburger lunch provided by Lincoln County and the Bregman family. 

2014 OSWA Howdy Neighbor Tours  
By Jim James

Old Growth Stump on Bregman Property      Mike Cloughsey discusses reforestation

On June 28th as part of OSWA’s Annual Meeting a joint Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year and Howdy Neighbor tour 
was held in Douglas County on Rick and Audrey Barnes’ Nickel Mountain Tree Farm near Riddle.  Over 140 participants 
toured the property focusing on forest restoration, thinning, disease control, reducing fire risk, and developing recreational 
opportunities.  The tour concluded with a pulled pork sandwich lunch with all the fixings prepared by Janice Wimberly and 
Joan Arsenault with the help from the Douglas County Chapter. The Barnes’ were selected as 2013 Oregon Outstanding 
Tree Farmers of the Year by the Oregon Tree Farm System and as the 2014 Western Regional Outstanding Tree Farmers 
of the Year by the American Forest Foundation.  They competed for National Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year at the 
AFF National Convention in Pittsburg, PA on July 17th and 18th. The National Tree Farmers of the Year are Judy and Dwight 
Batts from North Carolina.  

Jim Cathcart presents Rick, Audrey and  Family a 
congratulations letter from Governor Kitzhaber. 

Crowd at Nickel Mountain Tree Farm tour 
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Member Patrons & Supporters 
Thank You

Silver Patrons, donating at least $1,000
Kent Grewe 

Peter & Alice Bregman

Bronze Patrons, donating at least $500
Scott Hanson

Schmidt Family Forest
Coast Range Conifers LLC 
In Memory of Elsie Ross

Anonymous

Fund Drive Supporters

Michael Albrecht
Paula Arsenault

Michael Atkinson
Morris Bregman
Doug Bingham

Ted Brown
Molly Butler

Richard Caldwell
Flynn Case
Harry Cool

Vince Cooney
Mark Copeland

Linda Crew
Nancy Cummings

Van Decker
Macey Dennis
Frank Dunlap 

Robert Edgerton
Stephen Edwards

Matt Epstein
Robert Erickson

Ken Everett
Sue Favret
Tom Fencl

Dan Fennell
Jack Finzel

A. Paige Fischer
Roy Foss

Alex Freadman
Robert Furer
Roje Gootee

Nancy Grayson
Alan Hallberg
Steve Harrel

Nancy Hathaway
Mark Havel
Dave Heida
Joe Henry

Sanford Hillman
Alan Hopkins
Ray Johnson

Alan Johnston
Clyde Kersting
Sharon Kester
Jerry Lackner

Edgar Lafayette
Tom Lancefield
Robert Latham
William Lenon
Kirk Lunstrum

John Macconochie
Bob  Mahaffy

Dan Mast
Kristina McNitt

Miles & Elizabeth 
Merwin

Annabelle Morgan
Tom Nygren

William Ocumpaugh
Greg Palmer

Raymond Pease
Wayne Phillips

Thomas Philpott
John Potter
Bill Potterf
Jim Potterf

Robert Ragon
Robert Rice

Sandy Richards
Wesley Ross

Edythe Schlossstein
Neil Schroeder

Mary Scott
John Seiser

William Sheppard
Robert Shumaker

Peter Sikora
Gary Springer

Robert Stewart
Florence Straight

Lloyd Subriar
Ron Swisher
Loren Tarbell

Robert Thayer
Alan Thayer
Peter Tryon

Stanley Vejtasa
John Westall
Alan Whitney

Samuel Williams
Shirley Wright
Robert Young

Summerhill Ranch Ltd

Boise Cascade
C&D Lumber

Cascade Timber Consultants
Giustina Resources

Hampton Tree Farms
JD Fulwiler Insurance

Marion/Polk County Chapter

Olympic Resource Manage-
ment
RSG Forest Products
Seneca Family of Companies
Stimson Lumber
Swanson Group
Weyerhaeuser

Frank Lumber Company
Freres Lumber Company

Giustina Land & Timber
International Paper

Nordic Veneer
Northwest Hardwoods
Campbell Global
Avery

Patrons
Gold

Silver

Bronze

Douglas County Chapter
Hancock Timber Resources

Port Blakely Tree Farms

Oregon Forest Resource Inst.
Rosboro
Starker Forests

OSWA News

There are four OSWA Howdy Neighbor Tours scheduled 
in August and September. The first is on Saturday, August 
9th in Clackamas County on Bob and Marianne Kahl’s Tree 
Farm just outside Oregon City.  This will be an evening 
tour beginning with a picnic type dinner and followed by 
a woods tour focusing on property history, converting a 
hayfield to a forest, living with wildlife on the property, 
harvesting and reforestation, and balancing economics 
and desired forest conditions. 

There will be two tours on Saturday, August 23rd.  One will 
be in Linn County visiting the Avery property just outside 
Scio. It will focus on Avery family history, long rotations, 
thinning, silviculture strategies, wildlife in a managed 
forest, forest practice regulations, and a walk through 
an old growth forest.  The second will be in cooperation 
with the West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation 
District near Portland. It will be a Rural Living Field Day at 
Howell Territorial Park on Sauvie Island. The focus will be 
on wildlife, forests, pollinators, invasive weeds, orchards, 
crops, and soil health. Lunches will be provided at both 
tours.

On Saturday, September 20th, Lane County will host a 
tour on Dick and Lou Rohl’s Tree Farm near Veneta. It will 
focus on property history, thinning, pruning, fertilization, 
controlling animal damage and unwanted vegetation, 
forest practices, when a notification to Oregon Department 
of Forestry (ODF) is required, and a presentation on ODF’s 
new electronic notification system. A lunch and activities 
for youth will be included. 

Information about upcoming Howdy Neighbor woods 
tours hosted by an OSWA chapter can be found on the 
OSWA website www.oswa.org.  The tour in collaboration 
with West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation 
District can be found on their website www.wmswcd.
org. Registration is required for all Howdy Neighbor Tours.  
OSWA encourages forest landowners to take advantage of 
these opportunities to learn about forest issues and enjoy 
the company of neighbors and friends.   Chapters wishing 
to host a Howdy Neighbor Tour in 2015 need to contact 
Jim James jimjamesoswa@yahoo.com. 

Upcoming Tours
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The Seven Feathers Casino Resort did an outstanding job of facilitating a 
wonderful venue on Friday including the Awards Banquet on Friday night.  Past 
President Scott Hayes received the 2014 Riggin’ Slinger Award.  This award is 
given each year to the member who have demonstrated outstanding leadership.  
At the Annual Meeting, Scott Hayes completed his two year term as OSWA 
President and Scott Hanson began his term. Nineteen other members were 
recognized by their chapters as 2014 Outstanding Chapter Volunteers of the Year 
(see article on pages 12 and13).

A total of 170 people participated in Friday’s events.  Visiting Rick and Audrey 
Barnes’ Nickel Mount Tree Farm was the highlight on Saturday, June 28th. See 
article on page 8.Jim James presents Scott Hayes with 

the  2014 OSWA Riggin’ Slinger Award 

Thank you to Ilene Waldorf for coordinating another 
successful Silent Auction and sale of OSWA Awesome 
Products. OSWA earned $4100 on the Silent Auction.  
Thanks too to all who provided items for the auction and 
for the many bidders that made it a success. As always, 
the real reason this year’s Annual Meeting was a success 
is because of the individuals who signed up to travel to 
Canyonville and Riddle to participate in all or a portion of 
the three days of events.  

If you missed this year’s Annual Meeting, the 2015 Annual 
meeting will be hosted by the Marion/Polk County Chapter 

Silent Auction Raised $4,100 

OSWA Annual Meeting, Another Huge Success  continued from front page

By Jim James

and will be held in Salem.  The dates will be determined 
shortly.  

OSWA has an unprecedented 19 sponsors for the 2014 
Annual Meeting. They included: Barnes and Associates, 
Boise Cascade, C&D Lumber Company. Douglas County 
Forest Products, Douglas Timber Operators, Hampton 
Affiliates, Lone Rock Timber, Northwest Farm Credit 
Services, Northwest hardwoods, Nordic Veneer, Oregon 
Department of Forestry, Roseburg Forest Products, RSG, 
Seneca, Silke Communications, Starker Forests, Stimson 
Lumber Company, Swanson Group, and Weyerhaeuser. 

OSWA News
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As part of Port Blakely Tree Farms’ 150th Birthday 
celebration, Port Blakely has offered to OSWA $10,000 to 
be used as scholarships for children or grandchildren of 
OSWA members who are Juniors or Seniors working on a 
natural resource college degree.  The scholarship will be 
called the “Port Blakely/OSWA Scholarship”.  Port Blakely 
has been a long time supporter of family forest values 
and a member and supporter of OSWA.  They are also a 
Gold OSWA Patron.  

The scholarships will be for up to $1000 for applicants 
selected. To be eligible an applicant must be a child or 
grandchild of an OSWA member in good standing, be 
enrolled in college for the 2014 Fall Term as a Junior or 
Senior in a natural resource college, and complete the 
application and return it to the OSWA Salem office by 
October 10, 2014. Applications can be mailed to the Salem 
office, 187 High Street NE, Suite 208, Salem, OR 97301 or 
emailed to jimjamesoswa@yahoo.com. The application 
information and form is available on the Home Page of 
the OSWA website www.oswa.org , but applicants do not 
need to use an official form.  

The application must include 1) name, address, phone 
number, and email address of applicant, 2) The name, 
address, and phone number of the applicant’s parent or 
grandparent who is an OSWA member in good standing, 
3) Proof that the applicant is, registered as a Junior or 

OSWA News

College Scholarships Now Available for Children & Grandchildren of 
OSWA Members through a Donation from Port Blakely Tree Farms  
By Jim James

Senior, as a full time student, in a natural resource college, 
and include a 500 word essay on the applicant’s goals in 
their professional career following graduation.  

An OSWA Scholarship Committee appointed by the 
Executive Committee will determine how the scholarships 
are distributed.  It is intended that the successful 
applicants will receive their scholarship sometime in 
2014 during the Fall Term.  Recipients will be highlighted 
in a future newsletter as Port Blakely/OSWA Scholarship 
awardees. Should OSWA not receive enough applicants 
to distribute the entire $10,000 in 2014, a similar program 
will be available in 2015 to distribute the balance. All of the 
$10,000 Port Blakely donation will be used for scholarships 
for member children or grandchildren.  If you know of 
someone eligible to apply, please notify them about this 
opportunity.  Contact Jim James about the program, if you 
have any questions. 

Port Blakely Tree Farm is part of the Port Blakely Companies 
which was founded in 1864 on Bainbridge Island in 
Washington as Port Blakely Mills.  Port Blakely Companies 
share a common set of values – integrity, respect, quality, 
innovation, and environmental stewardship.  They have a 
history of supporting family forest owners in Oregon and 
Washington in a variety of ways.  OSWA thanks Port Blakely 
for this generous scholarship offer.   
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Each year, OSWA asks each chapter president to identify 
that chapter’s outstanding volunteer or volunteer couple. 
These Outstanding Volunteers were recognized during the 
Awards Banquet at OSWA’s Annual Meeting, June 27th. 

Baker County Lyle Defrees has for many years truly 
been the inspiration and the workhorse that kept our 
organization alive and vibrant.  Lyle and the rest of the 
Defrees family exemplify all the virtues we treasure - 
family, stewardship and commitment to their community.  
And Lyle’s son Dean is beginning his involvement with the 
chapter, ensuring the family will remain a key partner in 
years to come. Lyle has served in many capacities on the 
chapter board and recently completed a term as Chapter 
President. 

Benton County  Marsha Carr has been an active member 
of the Benton County chapter for a number of years. She has 
held several positions on the board of directors including 
her current position of membership chair and Benton 
County representative to the OSWA Board.  She has been 
tireless in her efforts to promote and maintain membership 
within the organization. Marsha is a Master Woodland 
Manager and uses her skills both in the management 
of the family tree farm and in helping others. She has 
hosted several events 
on the family property 
including MWM training 
sessions, and a “Howdy 
Neighbor” tour. Marsha 
has provided and set 
up table decorations 
at the chapter’s annual 
meeting and for the past 
couple years has been 
a key organizer of the 
Benton county greenery sale. Marsha is recognized for 
her ongoing efforts in promoting exceptional woodland 
management.

C l a c k a m a s  C o u n t y  
Jean McCloskey
has been a volunteer in CCFFA since the early 80’s. She 
has served as a board member, Treasurer, Vice President, 
President, and Past President, and either chaired or helped 
with numerous committees. Jean has volunteered at Tree 

19  Members Recognized as 2014 Outstanding Chapter Volunteers
By Jim James

School every year since the first Tree School. She has been 
a mentor to a lot of the board members in CCFFA.

Columbia County  Debra & Mike Booth as Columbia 
County volunteers of the year. Debra serves as secretary 
on the Columbia County Board and both are active in 
many Columbia County activities.  

Coos/Curry County  Denise Russell works on the chapter 
newsletter and is an active member working on a variety 
of projects.  She prepared a pot roast lunch for the chapter 
last year for one of the chapter tours. She’s new to the 
board but helps out whenever asked.

Douglas County  Rick and Audrey Barnes are very active 
volunteers in Douglas 
County, both inside 
and outside of OSWA 
activities.  Audrey is 
the chapter treasurer.  
Rick is a member of 
the Board of Forestry 
appointed Committee 
for Family Forestlands 
and a District Tree Farm Inspector.  They both worked 
tirelessly on the 2013 and 2014 OSWA Annual Meetings.  
Audrey chairs the Umpqua Fishery Enhancement Derby 
and Forestry exhibits at the Douglas County Fair.  Both are 
eager to volunteer on all OSWA activities. 

Jackson/Josephine County  Dennis Morgan has taken the 
lead and has been a very visible OSWA/small woodland 
owner in the effort to gain a tax base for OSU Extension in 
Jackson County. Dennis has attended county commission 
meetings, appeared and given input, helped organize and 
carry out strategy for the overall program of advertising of 
the many benefits of Extension to Jackson County, taken 
part in fundraisers, delivered and placed LARGE numbers 
of yard signs and kept up a steady stream of emails to OSWA 
members about activities and needs.  Dennis has taken a 
leadership role in Friends of Research & Extension (FORE) 
over these past months.  His dedication and commitment 
to getting permanent funding source for Extension has 
been exceptional.  This effort of Dennis and FORE was a 
smashing success as the voters of Jackson County approved 
the tax base by a 75% margin. Dennis is past president 

Scott Hayes, Audrey and Rick Barnes 

Marsha Carr receives award from 
Scott Hayes
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of Jackson/Josephine 
County Chapter. 

Lane County Thomas 
Bauman is a third 
generation tree farmer 
who manages the family 
tree farm located just 
west of Eugene and has 
spent much of his life 
committed to the highest quality of forest management.   
The Bauman tree farm is a legacy tree farm that has been 
Tree Farm of the year for Lane County as well as provided 
educational experience for many of our community’s 
children under Forest Today and Forever programs.  To 
successfully accomplish these achievements Tom has spent 
many hours upgrading the family tree farm to provide 
for shelters trails and on site silvicultural practices aimed 
at providing students and FT&F volunteers a superior 
outdoor experience in the forest. Today, Tom currently 
serves on Lane County chapter board and continues to 
volunteer in support of OSWA and its interest. Recently he 
has provided special assistance to both Crow Elementary 
School and the local Girl Scouts Chapter.  Tom is one who 
responds to the needs of our community and simply put, if 
it is needed – he is there.  Lindsay Reaves, Tom’s wife, has 
provided solid support 
of Tom in management 
of the tree farm.  She 
has been instrumental 
in working with 
Tom during harvest 
operations as 
well as building 
infrastructure on the 
tree farm designed 
to support education 
opportunities for our community.   Lindsay and Tom have 
both made strong commitments to the Local Forest Field 
Days event providing 5th & 6th graders a very special 
educational experience in a working forest.  Not only has 
she worked with grade school students but she has also 
worked with University of Oregon students covering 
resource issues as well as architectural design research 
based on the use of regional forest products.  She is a 
strong link in the community and specifically within the 
educational community where she has worked closely 
with the Crow School District as well as the Springfield and 

Eugene Districts.  Lindsay is positive force who is willing 
to get involved and make projects happen.  Her support 
has been very much appreciated.  Tom and Lindsay are a 
special couple that bring unique personal, technical and 
social skills to any project they commit to take on.  They 
get it done.

Linn County Sherm and Fay Sallee have been active in 
the Linn County chapter for a long time. Both work hard 
with students in the 4H Forestry program.  Sherm and Fay 
are leaders in Linn County’s Annual Seedling sale and both 
serve on the Board.   

Lincoln County Joe Steere severed as president of 
Lincoln County for several years.  He is the coordinator of 
the Lincoln County seedling sale and represents family 
forest owners in Lincoln County in the Mid Coast TMDL 
Landowner Advisory Committee.

Marion/Polk County Larry and Diana Blair are brave 
and outgoing folks that joined OSWA a few years ago and 
then immediately said “I 
can help” Diana took on 
the secretary/treasurer 
position for the Marion/
Polk chapter and it was 
fabulous to get Larry 
along for the same 
price!  They are very 
involved in the regular 
chapter board of directors deliberations and always 
super responsive in getting the newsletter and other 
announcements out to our membership.  They hosted a 
tour on their property last year and despite their own full 
activities, make it seem that the OSWA things are the most 
important.  Thank you Diana and Larry!

Washington County  Tom and Pat Nygren are long-
standing members of WCSWA and have been very active 
for years. Tom is one of two WCSWA newsletter editors, our 
representative on the Tualatin River Watershed Council, a 
Certifier for ATFS, and generous with his time and vast ex-
perience

Yamhill County Leonard Rydell is engaged at several 
levels in the Yamhill Chapter.  He has been president 
more than once and is active in preparing meetings other 
chapter events.  He keeps the chapter informed on issues 
important to OSWA members.  Currently Leonard is the 
Yamhill chapter’s secretary.  

Scott Hayes and Dennis Morgan

Diana and Larry Blair with Jim James

Scott Hayes, Lindsay Reaves, and 
Tom Bauman
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Nancy Hathaway officially 
passed the leadership baton 
on to others at Oregon Small 
Woodlands Association’s 
(OSWA) Annual Meeting, June 
26th-27th, with the completion 
of her term as Past President.

Nancy joined the Benton 
County OSWA Chapter in the 
1980s and soon took on her 
first of many leadership roles 
when she volunteered to serve 

as Secretary. She later served the Chapter as Treasurer and 
then two terms as Chapter President.  It was as Chapter 
President that she was introduced to the workings of  
OSWA’s state Board of Directors. Nancy took on the 
Secretary position in the mid-1990s. She was elected OSWA 
President in 2010. “I wasn’t a forester and joined OSWA to 
learn from others,” she said. Now others can come to her 
with their land management questions.

Nancy has also served as a member of the Oregon Tree 
Farm System’s Board of Directors. She said, “It was an 
added benefit (in leading OSWA) that I was already a 
board member of OTFS and understood their goals.”  The 
two landowner organizations significantly improved their 
partnership and effectiveness in assisting family forest 
landowner under her leadership.

Retaining membership and promoting camaraderie were 
Nancy’s major goals when she took on the President 
position. “I made a lot of personal calls to members, and 
met so many good people from around the state,” she 
said. “Everybody was on-board to make OSWA a better 
organization, and Executive Director, Jim James, always 
had my back. I recommend the job,” Nancy added.

The years and countless hours of volunteering Nancy has 
logged promoting a land ethic and other public values 
was modeled by her parents, Charles and Elsie Ross. Her 
dad was a forester and one of Oregon State University’s 

Nancy Hathaway, Three Decades of OSWA Leadership
By Mike Barsotti 

first Forestry Extension Specialist.

Her parents modeled community involvement.  In the 
1970’s they worked with the city of Corvallis and provided 
1/3 of the cost to establish a 100 acre open space. It is 
named Chip Ross Park in memory of Nancy’s brother who 
died in1963 at the age of 16. Her parents latter worked with 
others to established the Greenbelt Land Trust in 1989, 
dedicated  to protect, conserve and restore additional 
lands in the Corvallis - Philomath area for the livability of 
its citizens. Nancy followed her parents’ example serving 
of its board.

Nancy and her husband Greg Peterson own approximately 
1,000 acres in 10 parcels scattered across five counties. 
She has one son and two grandchildren who live in the 
Portland area. They too are forest landowners and OSWA 
members.

Much of Nancy’s forestland was passed down from her 
parents. When asked how she will be spending her time 
now that she’s no longer in an OSWA leadership role, 
Nancy said she will be working with their forests to have 
them in good shape when they are passed down to the 
next generation.



 OREGON FAMILY FORESTS NEWS • AUGUST 2014 • PAGE 15

News from Oregon Department of Forestry

In-Water Work Period, Why It Matters
By Kyle Abraham and Nick Hennemann

In-water work periods protect Oregon’s fish and water.  
Stream crossing projects typically require heavy equipment 
use in or near the stream channel.  To reduce the impact 
to streams and fish, most stream crossing projects happen 
during the “in-water work period,” which generally 
encompasses the summer months, during the lowest 
yearly stream-flow.  

To protect streams and fish, people must manage road 
and stream projects so they can be completed with the 
least impact to these natural resources.  Stream crossings 
for all new road construction, reconstruction, or stream 
crossing structure replacements must be fish passable 
where fish are or likely are present.  For stream crossing 
work, operators must keep heavy equipment stream 
activity to a minimum, submit a written plan, and limit 
stream crossing work to low water level periods.  This 
rule applies to both temporary and long-term stream 
crossings.  

Long-term stream crossings must be rated to 
accommodate a 50-year flood event, allowing the water 
to pass under the crossing without harming it.  All stream 
crossings regardless of fish presence must meet the 50-
year minimum flow through rule.  Temporary stream 
crossings must also allow for fish passage. Since 1998, in 
addition to the required regulatory replacements, forest 
landowners have voluntarily replaced over 1,600 stream 
crossings investing tens of millions of dollars.

Most forest stream crossing improvements occur during 
the in-water work period.  Limiting in-water work to 
the summer lessens the potential short-term impacts 
to migratory and resident fish by avoiding the more 
susceptible life stages, like spawning and emergence, to 
better avoid negative impacts.  

Adult salmon species migrate throughout many Oregon 
streams during the fall and winter, when they spawn 
in freshwater.  In the spring, young fish emerge from 
their eggs nestled into the gravel and begin navigating 
the stream, and are less dependent on a particular 
undisturbed streambed location.  

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) 
Oregon Guidelines for Timing of In-Water Work to Protect 
Fish and Wildlife Resources document set Oregon’s 
general in-water work periods to most benefit fish and 
wildlife.  Sometimes, warranted by unique stream and 
other conditions, limited timing modifications occur to 
allow flexibility while protecting the water quality.  ODF 
and ODFW work closely together on proposed new or 
improved stream crossings to coordinate the in-water 
work details including, relocating fish from the local area, 
and dewatering parts of the stream to protect water 
quality.   

To improve fish habitat and population, you can help 
improve stream crossings for fish passage and flood events 
by following these simple guidelines to minimize possible 
negative impacts from stream crossing projects.  Please 
consult with your local ODF Stewardship Forester or ODFW 
fish biologist if you have any questions about the in-water 
work period.  

FORESTRY TAX SYMPOSIUM:

Understanding Oregon’s Family Forest  
Tax Landscape

SAVE THE DATE:
JANUARY 26, 2015

LOCATION: OSU ALUMNI CENTER

For more info contact:
(503)945-7502 or sdominique@odf.state.or.us
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Forestry and the 2014 Farm Bill
By: Jarrett Caston and Nick Hennemann

The 2014 Agricultural Act, also known as the Farm Bill, 
settled, reorganized, updated, and created some new 
forestry related programs. About every five years, Congress 
passes and the president signs a Farm Bill. It sets the 
federal food, agriculture, and all other U.S. Department of 
Agriculture policies, including those of the National Forest 
Service. 

This year’s Farm Bill codified two closely watched 
policies. First, the US Environmental Protection Agency’s 
“Silvicultural Rule,” which exempts most forestry 
activities from the Clean Water Act permit requirements, 
became law. Second, it permanently authorized the U.S. 
Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management to use 
stewardship contracts. 

EQIP and Conservation Stewardship Program

The Farm Bill updated both the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Conservation 
Stewardship Program. EQIP provides technical and 
financial assistance to forest and agricultural landowners 
to help meet resource management objectives. Forestry 
related projects may include forest health, fuels reduction, 
planting, brush management, and wildlife habitat.  
Agricultural producers can access EQIP funding to improve 
water and air quality, conserve ground and surface water, 
reduce soil erosion and sedimentation, and improve and 
create wildlife habitat. 

NRCS provides opportunities for landowners to join Local 
Work Group meetings and pro-actively create restoration 
priorities, known as Conservation Implementation 
Strategies (CIS).  EQIP funding is made available to 
landowners to implement practices articulated in the CIS.  
Participants receive payments after they implement their 
approved EQIP conservation project.  For more on eligible 
EQIP practices, please visit: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
wps/portal/nrcs/detail/or/home/?cid=nrcs142p2_044377. 

EQIP now includes funding for wildlife projects.  Wildlife 
projects were formerly funded by the Wildlife Habitat 
Incentive Program (WHIP), but this Farm Bill eliminated 
WHIP and rolled the incentive program into EQIP.  Many 
Tree Farm System members have used the voluntary 
WHIP funding to develop and improve wildlife habitat on 

agricultural land, nonindustrial private forest land, and 
tribal land. Now, anyone seeking wildlife project funding 
assistance should apply for EQIP assistance. EQIP contracts 
can last up to ten years and applicants can apply anytime, 
but the funding deadline will determine when the 
application will be reviewed and possibly funded.  Anyone 
interested in EQIP funding should contact their local ODF 
Stewardship Forester to help determine whether their 
project qualifies for funding.

The revised Conservation Stewardship Program 
encourages agricultural producers and forest landowners 
to implement conservation activities on more forest 
lands. The program previously capped landowners using 
the program at 10% of their forest lands.  The cap was 
removed, so now the program may now be available to 
more Oregon forest landowners.  Now, forest landowners 
have access to the entire program, but that doesn’t mean 
the Conservation Stewardship Program will direct all 
of its resources to forest lands, but it does create more 
opportunities for forest landowners. 

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)

The 2014 Farm Bill created the Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP) to promote coordination 
between NRCS and its partners, like ODF, when delivering 
conservation assistance programs.  To create the RCPP 
Congress combined funding from four programs and 
the general fund. NRCS provides assistance to producers 
through partnership, program, and easement contracts. 

ODF and NRCS have a burgeoning relationship designed 
to more efficiently put dollars directly into on-the-ground 
projects.  Forest landowners interested in NRCS funding 
opportunities should contact their local ODF Stewardship 
Forester to help them determine whether they qualify for 
a particular program.  Forest landowners can receive ODF 
technical assistance to implement NRCS funding qualified 
practices.  NRCS provides the cost share funding. ODF 
and the NRCS Oregon staff continue strengthening their 
relationship to better serve Oregon’s forest landowners. 

Applicants can apply for two programs but it must be 
distinctively different. Loren Ulrich, an NRCS Farm Bill 
Specialist, said “Applicants have a higher chance of getting 
approve by having a non-federal partner such as the 
Oregon Department of Forestry, so any state or county 
partners would be better.”  Partners must contribute a 
significant part of the overall cost, acting on a landowner’s 
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or producer’s behalf, if requested by the landowner or 
producer in applying for assistance and conducting 
and providing an assessment of the project costs and 
conservation effects.

Applicants for RCPP may seek funds from one of three 
pools, the percent of the total funding each pool receives 
follows the pool name: State (25%), National (40%), and 
Critical Conservation Area (CCA) (35%). The applicant must 
choose which pool best suits their proposal.  To qualify for 
State funding, the forestry projects may consider including: 

•  Health and biodiversity – such as pest control and 
eradication to decrease fire risk;

•  Water quality – specifically sediment, nutrient, 
and temperature impact on aquatic life;

•  Water quantity – including irrigation efficiency 
and management;

•  Wildlife habitat degradation – particularly those 
affecting strategic habitats.  

The National funding pool project applications should 
address at least one of these: water quantity, water quality, 
soil health, at-risk species habitat, or air quality.  In Oregon, 
CCA funding is limited to projects within the Columbia 
River Basin.  The CCA addresses priority resource concerns 
common throughout an area.  For more RCPP information 
please contact: Cindy Kolomechuk at either ckolomechuk@
odf.state.or.us or (503) 945-7444.

 In summary, the 2014 Farm Bill presents many opportunities 
for Oregon’s forest landowners. The Farm Bill  landowner 
incentives will help deliver the technical assistance 
Oregonians and others rely on to continue improving water 
quality and quantity, wildlife habitat, and forest resiliency 
against pests that threaten Oregon’s natural resources.  To 
learn more about whether these programs could benefit 
you, please call your local ODF Stewardship Forester.
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County Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year (OTFofY) 
Ten landowners will be honored this year at Oregon Tree 
Farm System’s 48 Annual Awards Luncheon held at the 
World Forestry Center in Portland Monday, Nov. 24th.

They are:

• Mike and Molly Albrecht - Benton
• John Poppino - Clackamas
• Bob and Naomi Ragon - Douglas
• Jim and LaVonne Stumbo - Jackson
• Jim Christian - Lane
• Peter & Alice Bregman - Lincoln
• Linda Butts - Linn
• Harlan Scott - Union
• Chuck Price - Washington and
• Brian Doyle - Yamhill

Each year county Oregon Small Woodland Association 
chapters along with local professional foresters select 
family forest landowners who exemplify sustainable 
forestry. The selection is one way to pay tribute to 
them for the work they have done on their lands and 
for promoting active forest management in their 
community.

Videos will be taken interviewing each landowner 
highlighting the results of their unique set of forest 
management goals and objectives. These videos will be 
shown at the November Awards Luncheon.  In addition, 
the Oregon Forest Resources Institute will host a 
morning workshop, also to be held at the World Forestry 
Center.  Reservation forms for the Awards Luncheon/
workshop will be in the next issue of the Oregon Family 
Forest News.

Scandinavian Forestry Tour  
By Jim Long

Oregon Woodland Cooperative took 47 of us from North 
America to Scandinavia May 25-June 7 to visit others 
active in Swedish and Norwegian forestry cooperatives. 
State-side coordinators Anne and Richard Hanschu and 
tour meister Rick Fletcher had arranged for forester Jan 
Hedberg to lead the tour in Sweden and for Oystein 
Ramberg to guide us in Norway. Earlier, both had 
brought Scandinavian foresters to visit Oregon family 
forests.

We enjoyed a full schedule, delightful meals, top-of 
the line accommodations, and, thanks to our bus driver 
Peter, a safe trip along twisting roads, through deep 
tunnels, over narrow bridges, and on board ferries that 
crossed beautiful fiords.

We became better acquainted with three dominant 
forest trees: birch, Norway spruce, and Scots pine. 
We visited a research station experimenting with 
North American lodgepole pine. Not surprisingly, the 
lodgepole pine from our more northern parts is growing 
better In Sweden.

I was struck by the role of forestry cooperatives in 
Sweden. Thousands of members in four regions muster 

resources to support forestry research and outreach, 
and to directly help small woodland owners manage 
their land, plan forest operations, harvest logs, process 
forest materials, and market wood into lumber, chips 
for paper, and chips to generate electricity. A major 
emphasis is planning for environmental sustainability, 
service to communities, and income for families across 
generations. I chatted with a chap whose family forest is 
in its 14th generation! Also, the cooperatives serve as a 
powerful voice in crafting public decisions related to the 
well-being of family farms and forests.

As Swedish forestry cooperatives look ahead they are 
considering other possible ventures.  One builds on a 
long-standing custom of making charcoal from trees 
to smelt iron ore and copper ore.  Might a pyrolysis 
technology be adapted to produce biochar as a soil 
amendment? Another prospect is updating early 
wood gasification systems to power today’s internal 
combustion engines. 

For more information, readers may contact: Richard 
Hanschu, metvetrdh@gmail.com; Jim Long, jblong@
dcwisp.net
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ATFS Takes Lead on Forest Estate Tax Issues 
From AFF website

Private forests are critical for safeguarding the air we 
breathe, the water we drink, the sky we see, the wildlife we 
love, and the inspiration we desire. Of the 751 million acres 
for forestland, more than half (56 percent) is managed 
privately and of that, individuals or families own 251 
million acres (62 percent). Too often, these private forests 
are put at risk as owners may be forced to sell in order to 
pay property, estate or other taxes.

ATFS supports tax policies that encourage sustainable 
management of family forests and that recognize the 
important societal benefits family forests provide. Tax 
policies should encourage family ownership and adoption 
of sound forest management practices. Overall, tax policies 
should create a positive environment for keeping forests 
as working forests–providing clean air, clean water, wildlife 
and recreational opportunities in their communities. Tax 
issues affecting family forest owners exist at all levels of 
government—federal, state and local.  Often, the interplay 
of these different policies and their combined effects can 
exacerbate the challenges facing family forest owners. 
To address these concerns, ATFS is currently active in the 
following areas:

•  Reduce the Estate Tax Burden on Family Forests
Estate taxes can also profoundly impact family-owned 
forests. Currently, 15 percent of America’s forests are 
owned by someone 75 years or older, accounting 
for millions of acres of forest land.  Because most of 
America’s family forest owners are “land rich and cash 
poor”,  the estate tax burden forces families to sell part 
or all of the property or pre-maturely or unsustainably 
harvest their timber to pay the tax.

•   Create a Favorable Income Tax Environment
Tax policy can serve as either a major incentive or a 
major deterrent to family forest owners who wish to 
keep their land in the family and manage their forests 
sustainably from generation to generation. There are 
many ways Congress can incentivize forest owners with 
tax policy; from increasing allowable annual deductions 
for reforestations, to reducing capital gains rates to 
below 20%, and reinstating income averaging for family 
forest owners with an exemption similar to farmers and 
fisherman.

•  Think About the Long-Term with Tax Incentives  
for Conservation Easements
Forest land is a unique and risky, investment, often 
requiring significant upfront expenditures that can take 
decades to yield favorable returns. Tax policy that does 
not reflect the nature of this long-term investment can 
lead to pre-mature timber harvesting, low reforestation 
rates, and conversion of forests to non-forest uses.  
Family forest owners are especially susceptible to these 
pressures, because they often lack the capital to invest 
in such long-term investments that see infrequent 
returns. With permanent or extended tax incentives 
for conservation easements, including through use of 
tax credit bonding programs, Congress can help forest 
owners maintain their woodland for the long-term.

•  Include Family Forests in Endangered  
Species Conservation
Tax incentives exist for endangered species conservation 
on farms and ranches. However, 60 percent of at-risk 
wildlife depends on private forests for habitat. In some 
watershed areas, 95 percent of at risk species occur only 
in private forests. Therefore, these incentives should be 
extended to family-owned forests as well.

bob@forestseedlingnetwork.com
503-769-9806

Forest Seedling Network
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Stayton, OR 97383
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Symposium Focuses on Forest Songbirds 
OFRI Press Release

Forest landowners, foresters, wildlife 
biologists and students can learn more 
about migrating songbirds and their 
habitat needs at a one-day symposium 
Nov. 18th..

“Songbirds and Early Seral Habitats” will 
run from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Linn 
County Fairgrounds in Albany. It’s free to 
attend, but space is limited.

“These are great species to manage 
forestlands for, but there are some 
challenges,” said Fran Cafferata Coe, a 
Certified Wildlife Biologist who helps run 
OFRI’s Wildlife in Managed Forests program. “I’m excited, 
because we have a superb group of experts coming to 
speak.”

One challenge is that songbirds rely on plants that 
are killed when herbicides are used to reduce the 
competition with newly planted trees.  “One session will 
explore how we can target herbicides to preserve plants 

birds like, such as red flowering currant 
and thimbleberry,” said Coe. Speakers 
also will discuss what exactly “early 
seral habitat” is and look at its historic 
ecological role. Other speakers will 
discuss the effects of intensive forest 
management on songbirds, such as 
the white crowned sparrow and house 
wren.

Speakers on the agenda will include 
Marganne Allen, Oregon Department of 
Forestry; Matthew Betts, Oregon State 
University; AJ. Kroll, Weyerhaeuser; 

Norm Johnson, OSU; Jim Rivers, OSU; Tom Spies, US 
Forest Service, and  Jake Verschuyl, National Council 
for Air and Stream Improvement.  The symposium is 
sponsored by Oregon Forest Resources Institute, the 
National Council for Air and Stream Improvement, and 
Oregon State University. Find an agenda and register at  
www.Oregonforests.org/songbird-sympoium. 

New Publication – Fish Habitat and Passage
Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI) just published its fifth book in the Wildlife in Managed Forests series; this one 
designed to help family forest landowners whose property includes fish-bearing streams and lakes.  Like other books 
in the series “Fish Habitat and Passage” presents the latest scientific information written in plain language for the small 
landowner. The 28-page booklet or download – along with others in the series – are available at no charge at OregonForest.
org under “More to Learn”/”Learning Resources.”

Over four decades, Oregon has used science, laws and volunteerism 
to continually improve the ways it protects water quality and fish 
habitat in private forestlands.

Spread the knowledge using the Oregon Forest Resources 
Institute’s newest public education project: “The Oregon Way.”

   Find them at OregonForests.org

A fish story Oregon can be proud of
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 Upcoming Educational Events for Family Forest Landowners

1. Wildlife in Managed Forests Symposium:
Songbirds, Early Serial Habitat, and Managed Forests

Date: November 18, 2014
Time: 9AM—4PM
Location: Linn County Fairgrounds, Albany, Oregon

Save the date for a one‐day symposium on contemporary forest practices, early-seral habitat and the effects of forest 
management on songbird populations and communities. 

For more information contact Fran Cafferata Coe:  fran@cafferataconsulting.com or 503-680-7939.

Sponsored by:
Partnership for Forestry Education, Oregon Forest Resources Institute, National Council for Air and Stream Improvement
OSU College of Forestry

2. 2015 PNW Forestry Leadership Academy

Date: January 16-17, 2015
Time: Noon-9PM (1/16) & 8AM—2PM (1/17)
Location: Oregon Garden Resort, Silverton, Oregon

Save the date for a two‐day leadership academy structured like the 2013 PNW Forestry Leadership Academy. Woodland 
owners and foresters from Oregon, Washington and Idaho will be invited. The budget has not been finalized, but 
registration fees will be nominal and there will be lodging- scholarships available for Oregon family forest landowners. 

For more information contact Mike Cloughesy:  cloughesy@ofri.org or 971-673-2955

Sponsored by:
Partnership for Forestry Education, Oregon Forest Resources Institute, Oregon Small Woodlands Association, Oregon Tree 
Farm System, OSU College of Forestry, Oregon Society of American Foresters

3. Understanding Oregon’s Family Forest Tax & Business Landscape:
A symposium from the Committee for Family Forestlands and the Oregon Small Woodlands Association

Date: January 26, 2015
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: CH2M Hill Alumni Center, Oregon State University

Save the date for a one‐day leadership symposium on featuring general session and in-depth concurrent session 
presentations on Income Taxes, Estate Taxes, Estate & Succession Planning and Property & Harvest Taxes. Confirmed 
speakers include:  Tamara Cushing (OSU Starker Chair for Private & Family Forests), Jeff Cheyne (Samuels Yoelin Kantor LLP) 
and Clint Bentz (Boldt, Carlisle & Smith CPAs). There will also be round table discussions where participants can identify 
issues and opportunities for improvement. Registration fees for family forest landowners will be $40 and scholarships will 
be available for those in need of one. 

For more information contact Mike Cloughesy:  cloughesy@ofri.org or 971-673-2955

Sponsored by:
Committee for Family Forestlands, Oregon Small Woodlands Association

Supported by:
Oregon Forest Resources Institute, Oregon Tree Farm System, OSU College of Forestry



 PAGE 22 • OREGON FAMILY FORESTS NEWS • AUGUST 2014 

News for Family Forests

Legend of a Logger 
By Alex Berg 

Introduction by Jim James - The Columbia Country 
Small Woodland Association held a poem writing contest 
in 2013 for a poem about forestry.  The poem was printed 
in the Columbia County newsletter.  When I attended the 
Columbia County annual meeting in November 2013, 
Alex Berg, the winner of the contest, recited his poem and 
received a $100 bill for his efforts.  I enjoyed his poem and 
asked if I could print it in a future Oregon Family Forests 
News.  Alex agreed and here it is:  

Legend of a Logger - The Pacific Northwest is a land of 
great forests with trees thick and tall, and in these forests 
you will find a singular breed of mankind that doesn’t 
know any other profession, any other lifestyle, but one. 
Some say they aren’t born, they sprout from pine cones-
-atypical seed that fell from the top tier of the knobbiest 
spruce, hemlock and fir trees that nature allow and hit 
every branch between to toughen them up, and when 
that cone hits the ground all it takes is spit and vinegar to 
germinate and fire and brimstone to keep in line. 

 A logger comes ready to work and doesn’t know how 
to quit. He drinks rainwater straight from the cloud 12 
months straight and 13 on leap years. His closest relative 
is the wolverine and his best friend the jackass. There isn’t 
ever two ways about anything to a logger; he knows only 
one way to do it and that’s the way he sees it, lest life get 
too confusing for him. Even in all the rain he doesn’t rust 
or get old, and he doesn’t ever moss up or mold over or 
fade away, or even rise to the top like cream or curdled 
milk, he just pickles in nature‘s naturally distilled water. 

 Loggers come in all types and subspecies and are often 
known by the work they do or the machine they run. 
There’s cutters, chasers, shovel operators, cat skinners, 
yarder operators, rigging slingers, log truck drivers and 
others too numerous to name. In these modern times 
some fly and others float, whatever it takes to do the job, 
but all work in the woods more or less, the place they are 
most connected and sprung from, and call themselves “a 
logger”.

In the big scheme of things a logger works a thankless and 
necessary occupation and can put up with a fair serving 
of disrespect from the human race. A logger is scorned 
by people who read trendy magazines, live in suburban 

homes with hardwood floors and fancy furniture and 
couldn’t tell you the origins of toilet paper but run to it 
whenever nature calls. A logger gets a good, hardy laugh 
from urbane hypocrisy, and keeps hauling out wood 
for every practical, sustainable and sensible use society 
needs and demands. 

 A logger gets up every morning and greets the day before 
the day is ready to accept it. A logger takes to the forest 
and holds to the ethic of sustainability with common 
sense as his guide and equipped with the knowledge that 
a well-managed, healthy forest is a profitable forest that 
is home of flora, fauna and the occasional environmental 
prima-donna. A logger loves the land and has a plan, and 
oversees the forest with saw, steel and the Maker’s Seal 
and will do so until the end of time. 

 A logger knows his place in the tapestry of our great 
forest and adapts to the changing winds of domestic 
and international demands. A logger is the front line 
defender, a stalwart guardian of the land. Though sprung 
from humble seed he is a hard breed, and will weather 
on through the ages. A logger is committed to the future 
and will thin, harvest, replant--cycle upon cycle--for as 
long as he is allowed to maintain his natural habitat and 
be so called: a logger.
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Thank You Annual Meeting Sponsors
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August 9, 2014 
Clackamas County Howdy Neighbor Tour

August 23, 2014
West Multnomah Soil &  

Water Conservation District Rural Living Field Day

August 23, 2014
Linn County Howdy Neighbbor Tour

September 3, 2014
Board of Forestry Meeting
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August 7 and September 5, 2014
OSWA Executive Committee/Board Conference Call

September 5, 2014
OTFS Board Meeting

September 20, 2014
Lane County Howdy Neighbor Tour

September 26 , 2014
OSWA Board Meeting

187 High St. NE, Suite 208
Salem, OR 97301


