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Board of Forestry to Make Riparian Rule Decision on
November 5th 
By Jim James 

continued on page 9

The Board of Forestry has been in a riparian 
rulemaking process to determine the proper 
protections for small and medium fish 
bearing streams since January 2012. The 
board is poised to make its final decision on 
a rule package at its meeting on Thursday, 
november 5th. The meeting will be held in 
the Tillamook room at oregon department 
of Forestry headquarters, 2600 state street, 
salem. The meeting is scheduled to begin at 
9:00 am.  oswa members are encouraged to 
attend if they can. all forest owners have a lot 
at stake by the board’s decision. The board 
members appear to be split on what is the 
right approach.

At the July 23rd Board of Forestry meeting 
the board was not yet ready to make 
a decision. Board Chair Tom Imeson 
recognized the boards challenge and 
appointed a four member subcommittee 
to prepare recommendations to the full 
board. Committee members include Sybil 
Ackerman-Monson, Gary Springer, Nils 
Christoffersen, and Tom Imeson. The 
subcommittee met on September 25th and 
began the development of two possible 
alternatives for board consideration, one 
proposed by Sybil Ackerman-Monson and 
one prosed by Gary Springer. Each proposal 
has few similarities.
Sybil Ackerman proposed a mandatory 90 
foot no touch buffer on both sides of all 
small and medium forest streams where 
Salmon, Steelhead, or Bull Trout (SSBT) are 
present plus a 90 foot no touch buffer for an 
additional 1000 feet upstream from 

where SSBT presence stops. It would apply 
to all Westside Regions. She also suggested a 
concept of some relief for smaller landowners 
who would have a significant portion of their 
ownership impacted, but gave no details 
of what that relief might look like or to 
what sized landowners it would apply. The 
basis for Sybil’s proposal is an ODF model 
developed from data in the RipStream study 
that predicts stream temperature changes by 
no touch buffer widths. The model predicts 
90 foot no touch buffers would have a high 
probability that stream temperatures would 
not increase above 0.3 degree Celsius at any 
time anywhere in the harvest unit following 
harvest.
Gary Springer proposed following the 
recommendations of the Regional Forest 
Practice Committees.  The Riparian 
Management Areas (RMAs) would remain 
the same as current rules, 50 feet both sides 
for small streams and 70 feet both sides 
for medium streams. The Basal Area (BA) 
requirement for small streams would increase 
by 40 square feet per 1000 feet of stream 
to 80 square feet and for medium streams, 
increase 40 square feet of BA to 160 square 
feet per 1000 feet of stream. Hardwoods 
could be counted for the additional 40 square 
feet. There was a provision to minimize gaps 
by requiring better distribution of trees along 
the RMA. If the landowner harvested only 
one side of a stream, the current rules would 
apply providing the landowner waited at least 
four years before harvesting the opposite side 
of a stream. There is a provision to harvest 
more BA from the North side of streams by 
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The oswa vision
To see privately owned 
family woodlands are a 

thriving part of oregon’s 
landscape in 2050.

our Mission 
statement
oregon small  

woodlands association 
shall be an 

 effective force in 
addressing statewide 

forestry issues that are 
critical to family forest-

landowners by:

educating and informing 
the owners of forested 
tracts and the public 
regarding forestry 
and family forestland 
management issues.

Providing a medium for 
the exchange of ideas 
about family forestland 
by landowners, public 
agencies, consultants, 
and timber industry 
personnel.

serving as a forum to 
make recommendations 
for investigating and 
solving problems, and 
for improving forest 
management, harvesting, 
and marketing.

representing the owners 
of family forestlands to 
the general public and 
before legislative bodies 
and regulatory agencies.

OSWA President’s Message scott Hanson

oregon small woodlands association  •  www.oswa.org
187 High st. ne, suite 208  •  salem, or 97301  •  503-588-1813

Changes in Water, Fire and Volunteerism
Riparian Rulemaking process:

Thirteen months after the Board of Forestry’s (BoF) decision to come 
up with prescriptions for new riparian protection rules that meet 
the Protecting Cold water (PCw) standard we are now approaching 
the BoF decision day for this issue on november 5, 2015.  one thing 
i have learned from this process is to expect the unexpected. earlier 
this summer the BoF signaled that July 23rd would be decision 
day, however it turned out Board members needed more time.  
Chairman Tom imeson appointed a four person sub-committee 
from the BoF to work with oregon department of Forestry (odF) 
and come up with a couple of well thought out and consensus built 
recommendations.  Many observers of this process believe that any 
decision made will not be unanimous.  The Board of Forestry is composed of six members and 
a chairman.  so oswa members are looking for a recommendation that garners four votes 
that will protect both fish and the rights of woodland owners.  Please consider joining us on 
november 5 in salem to support oswa and hear the decision.   

Fire Season 2015- Beyond the Numbers

i read a Capital Press article in late august summarizing Large western U.s. wildfires.  Keep in 
mind estimates of acres burned and homes destroyed are revised periodically.  But for data 
from this article washington state suffered the most acres burned calendar year to date at 757 
thousand (k), oregon next at 335 k, California at 275 k, idaho at 180 k and finally Montana at 57 
k.  The three largest fires in washington include okanogan complex (258 k) acres, north star 
(150 k), and Chelan complex (88 k).  The three largest fires in oregon include Comet-windy 
ridge complex (104 k) acres, Canyon Creek Complex (73 k), and County Line 2 (65 k).  i think all 
of us would agree that it has been a rough fire season.  But the fire season was not over at the 
end at the end of august.  around september 10 two major fires started in northern California: 
the valley Fire and the Butte Fire.  The valley Fire consumed 76 k acres and destroyed 1300 
homes, while the Butte Fire consumed 71 k acres and destroyed nearly 500 homes.  Beyond 
the valley Fire numbers there was a personal impact on me.  one of my California mountain 
climbing friends for the last eight years, Jeff Moffatt, lives in Cobb, California (about 100 miles 
north of san Francisco) and he lost his rural home in the valley Fire.  so Jeff and wife Julie 
Moffat have been displaced by fire in their mid-fifties and find themselves in a position to 
reconstruct their home living situation.  Can we woodland owners learn anything from the 
disastrous fire season of 2015?  it makes me think more about looking into to timberland 
insurance.  is the area around my rural home fire defensible?  is my private drive road wide 
enough to accommodate fire trucks?  should i talk to neighbors about a fire safety strategy in 
our community?  does my land have an excessive fuel load problem? 

OSWA Membership and Volunteerism Goals

a recent oswa membership report from executive director Jim James is encouraging.  our 
net membership is growing at 2 percent and we have crossed the total membership line 

continued on page 8



 oregon family forests news • october 2015 • page 3

our Tree Farm 
vision

To promote the growing 
of renewable forest 
resources on private 

lands while protecting 
environmental benefits 
and increasing public 
understanding of all 

benefits of productive 
forestry

our Mission 
statement

Help oregon family forest 
owners sustainably care 
for their woodlands by:

• raising the tree farm 
brand profile with key 
audiences.

• increase tree farm 
membership.

•promote multi-
generational ownership 
of family forests.

• Develop stronger 
partnerships to leverage 
accomplishment of 
mutual goals.

Tree Farm Chair’s Message Joe Holmberg

Change is in the Air
autumn – cool nights and days, golden leaves littering the lawn, 
chickens molting – a sure sign that the tomatoes and peppers days 
are numbered – that frost is around the corner and (prayerfully) 
rainy weather will return.  Change is also in the air for me.  in 
november, i will pass the gavel on to scott Hayes who will be the 
new Chair of the oregon Tree Farm system.

Looking back over my 5-year tenure i see a number of notable 
achievements for oTFs.  oregon was one of four test states 
when the american Tree Farm system wanted to try different 
administrative models.  That resulted in oTFs hiring Jim James 
as our part-time administrator which greatly improved our 
effectiveness as an organization.  oTFs was a major player in the development and adoption 
of oregon’s Uniform Management Plan Template and guidelines.  it was also instrumental 
in development of the Leadership academy (to recruit, train and retain volunteer leaders); 
the landscape level management planning effort on the Middle Fork of the John day; and 
development of coached management planning classes with osU Forestry extension.  

our recognition program remains strong with Fun Forest (2010), Bill and Joan arsenault 
(2013) and rick and audrey Barnes (2014) representing oregon as western regional Tree 
farmers of the year.

as Mike Cloughsey says “Family Forestry is strong in oregon because of the strength of our 
partnerships”.  oTFs partnering with oregon Forest resources institute, oregon department 
of Forestry, Committee for Family Forestlands subcommittee of the Board of Forestry, oregon 
state University extension, stewardship implementation Committee, Us Forest service and 
the oregon small woodlands association has made oTFs a recognized force in sustainable 
family forestry.

i wish scott well as he continues to build on our foundation.

oregon tree farm system  •  www.otfs.org
187 High st. ne, suite 208  •  salem, or 97301  •  503-362-0242
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OSWA Executive Director’s Report 

as oswa gets close to 
wrapping up our 2014/2015 
fiscal year (ends october 31st), 
oswa has many things to feel 
good about, but unfortunately 
we are still anxious about what 
action the Board of Forestry 
will take in developing new 
riparian rules for small and 
medium fish bearing streams. 
oswa has influenced the 
discussions among board 
members i believe we have 

the ability to influence the outcome. i encourage all 
members who can attend to attend the Board of Forestry 
meeting on november 5th. see detail on page 11. 

oswa did have some great successes in 2015. during 
the 2015 legislature we were able to prevent several 
bad bills from moving forward, supported a reasonable 
forest herbicide use bill, and were successful in getting 
additional funding for osU Forest extension that will 
provide two new extension Foresters, one assigned to 
Lane County and a Harvesting specialist.  we also had 

By Jim James

a successful annual meeting, day at the Capitol, and 
oregon Forest Fair hosted by our Marion/Polk County 
chapter.  in 2015, we had several successful Howdy 
neighbor Tours and many chapter tours and events. 

oswa membership grew by 2% in 2015 which was short 
of our 4% growth target, but it is our third straight year 
of increasing our membership. Thank you to those who 
have recruited new members. do not forget to invite 
your neighbors and friends to join this great organization. 

i would like to pay tribute to what we have been calling the 
water Qualify Team. greg Peterson and Mike newton have 
been using their professional skills to help lead an effort 
to encourage the Board of Forestry to use a scientifically 
supported approach to developing the new riparian rules.  
other regular members of the team are John westall, scott 
Hanson, scott Hayes, Mike Barnes, rick Barnes, dick Courter, 
dale Cyler, roger Beyer, rex storm, and Joe Holmberg. 
Thank you to the many members who have testified to 
the board and sent email testimony to the board. i am 
confident oswa’s efforts to reach out to the board will 
have a positive influence on the riparian rule outcome. 

The oregon Tree Farm system (oTFs) is planning a great 
annual meeting and recognition luncheon at the world 

Forestry Center on Monday, 
november 23rd. see details 
on page 24. The chapter who 
nominated the tree farmer who is 
selected as 2015 outstanding Tree 
farmer of the year will be offered 
the opportunity to host the 2016 
oswa annual meeting. That 
means the 2016 annual meeting 
could be in Baker, Benton, 
Jackson/Josephine, Linn, or 
washington County. it is not too 
early to be thinking about who 
your County outstanding Tree 
farmer of the year and nominee 
for state outstanding Tree Farmer 
of the year will be for 2016. 

jimjamesoswa@yahoo.com   
office phone (503) 588-1813 
Cell phone (541) 619-4252.

Revenue
2013/2014  
approved 

Budget

2013/2014  
actual 
Budget

2014/2015  
approved 

Budget

2014/2015  
actual 

Budget 10-01-15

 dues 159,900 154,217 166,800 166,200

 Parton Program 32,000 31,700 28,000 23,350

 oswa Fund drive 5,000 7,319 7,000 7,925

 grants 20,000 23,501 23,500

 other 31,700 55,223 30,200 43,725

Totals 248,600 271,960 253,500 241,200

Expenses
Chapter dues rebate 17,000 9,435 16,300 16,000

wages & Prof. services 120,400 120,882 106,350 85,900

 Publications 21,600 12,764 12,600 19,900

 office & op. expenses 85,2000 92,100 115,750 106,400

Totals 244,200 261,823 228,000 228,200

Profit 4,400 10,138 25,500 13,000

OSWA Budget 
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and eagle Complex, also in Baker County, near the idaho 
border. The third fire, grizzly Bear Complex, crossed into 
the northeast oregon district from washington. 

a snapshot of the situation across the Pacific northwest on 
aug. 25 shows how dire it had become: 

• 37 incident management teams deployed to 93 large 
fires, engaging more than 10,000 firefighting personnel

• 1,500 miles of open fire line across oregon and 
washington

• 1.4 million acres burned

while this season’s numerous fires, both large and small, 
inflicted widespread damage to the forest resource, the 
Canyon Creek Complex south of John day took a major 
toll on developments in and near the forest. it burned 43 
residences and numerous other structures. all told, oregon 
fires this summer destroyed 62 homes. The emergency 
Conflagration act, a law that enables the oregon state Fire 
Marshal to mobilize structural fire departments around the 
state to protect communities threatened by wildfires, was 
invoked five times.  in mid-september, large fires were still 
breaking: the dry gulch Fire in northeast oregon district 
scorched 17,000-acres in just three days. By the end of 
the month, the 2015 fire season had posted some grim 
numbers: 

• 78,760 acres burned on state-protected lands, exceeding 
the 10-year average by more than 51,000 acres. 

• gross firefighting expenditure of $76.5 million on large 
fires by the oregon department of Forestry, the second-
largest outlay in state history.

     

Fire Lines

2015 Fire Season  
By Rod Nichols, Oregon Department of Forestry

at a mid-august press conference in oregon, U.s. Forest 
service Chief Tom Tidwell characterized the high wildfire 
activity in the west as “the new normal.” His words rang 
true for oregonians, who were enduring their third severe 
fire season in a row.

in 2015, the continuing drought dried out forest fuels to 
the point that nearly any fire start had potential to spread 
quickly. Three of the earliest fires, sugarloaf, Cable Crossing 
and stouts Creek, underscored odF fire managers’ 
concerns that conditions were ripe for large incidents. on 
June 27, the sugarloaf Fire broke out in central oregon. it 
soon became clear that extra resources would be needed, 
and an odF fire team took over management of the 
suppression effort June 29. The blaze burned through 
4,740 acres of grass and timber until it was finally contained 
in mid-July.

Later that month, nature and people triggered a pair of 
back-to-back large fires in douglas County - the Cable 
Crossing Fire on July 28 and the stouts Creek Fire July 30. 
Lightning ignited Cable Crossing, while mowing of grass 
during prohibited hours sparked stouts Creek. Cable 
Crossing grew to 1,857 acres before firefighters could 
contain it, and stouts Creek ran to more than 26,000 acres.

with extreme fire behavior so early in the summer, fire 
managers knew they were facing a long season. Then in 
mid-august, the weather took a turn for the worse: dry 
lightning storms raked the landscape, starting dozens of 
fires. amid the parched conditions, three of them sped 
across the landscape: Cornet-windy ridge in Baker County, 
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August 2015 

After the Fire 

 

2013 Douglas Complex -ODF 

Post Wildfire Landowner Assistance: Every Acre Adds Value 

Overview 

  

The Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) works aggressively to contain and stop wildfires. 
After the fire ODF helps landowners by providing reforesting expertise and connecting you 
with the right resources. 

During the 
fire 

 

Be safe, stay informed. During large wildfires, 
typically, the firefighting team sets up a fire camp. 
The team’s Information Officer will regularly 
provide updated information. This may include 
public, media, and individual meetings. Law 
enforcement may also designate an information 
contact person or place. 
 
The fire is over when it is 
contained and the firefighters 
leave. Active wildfire 
information can be found at 
http://tinyurl.com/ODFfireblog. 
 

 

After the fire 
 

Contact your local ODF Stewardship Forester. 
Stewardship Foresters can help you find the 
resources and provide answers about what to do 
after a wildfire impacts your land. ODF’s 
Stewardship Foresters are trained to – keep 
working forests working. Your Stewardship 
Forester can help you develop an effective 
Landowner Restoration Plan to achieve your goals. 
 
After a wildfire, most landowners ask about 
restoring their land. You may ask the same 
question. Some steps to help you move forward 
include: 
 

1. Assessing damage. Smaller fires, 
burning only brush and small trees, 
may not require restoration. More 
intense fires, consuming larger trees, 
nearly all vegetation, and damaging 
soil, may require restoring soil, grass, 
and trees. 

2. Creating a Landowner Restoration Plan. 
Determine your immediate and long-term 
goals for restoring the property and make 
plans to achieve them.  ODF Stewardship 
Foresters can help with your restoration 
plans, including: 

  Salvage harvesting and clean-up 
  Timber production, 
  Grazing land, 
  Stream health, 
  Soil enrichment, and 
  Fish and wildlife habitat. 

 
3. Executing Your Plan. Quick action after a 

fire can help you achieve your goals more 
effectively. For example, quickly 
establishing desired grasses and trees will 
help prevent unwanted weeds and brush. To 
successfully implement your plan, you may 
continue to consult with and rely on your 
Stewardship Forester’s expertise. 
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2015 OSWA Patrons 
Thank You

Gold
douglas County Chapter

washington County Chapter
Hancock Timber resources

oregon Forest resource institute
Port Blakely Tree Farms

rosboro
roseburg Forest Products

starker Forests

Silver
Barnes and associates

Peter and alice Bregman
Lane County Chapter
Linn County Chapter

Boise Cascade
Cascade Timber Consulting

C&d Lumber
giustina Land & Timber

giustina resources
Hampton Tree Farms, inc

Jd Fulwiler insurance
Mason, Bruce, & girard, inc.

olympic resource Management
rsg Forest Products

seneca Family of Companies
stimson Lumber Company

swanson group
weyerhaeuser

Bronze
Coast range Conifers
schmidt Family Forest

Benton County Chapter
Columbia County Chapter

Coos/Curry County Chapter
Jackson/Josephine County Chapter

grant County Chapter
Lincoln County Chapter

Campbell global, inc.
Freres Lumber Company
Frank Lumber Company

international Paper
nordic veneer

northwest Hardwoods
Miami Corporation

OSWA President’s Message cont’d

1500 members during calendar year 2015.  our goal will 
always be to increase membership, provide educational 
opportunities for all members, represent members before 
legislative and regulatory bodies, and maintain a healthy 
financial position.  all woodland owners are welcome 
to join oswa.  My question to all new and continuing 
members is what type of member would you like to be?  i 
think we have four types of members: member a pays his/
her dues, receives publications, and chooses not to attend 
events or programs; member B increases participation 
by meeting fellow oswa members and enthusiastically 
attending events and programs each year; member C steps 
into the world of volunteerism either in a supporting role 
or lead role for an oswa activity; and member d volunteers 
to be an officer or board member for a county or the state 
organization.  in truth most of us have evolved over many 
years from a member B to member C and some to member 
d.  Becoming an officer is not everyone’s cup of tea.  our 
strength is in our diversity and each of us has unique talents 
we can share with oswa or our County Chapters.  Please 
contact myself or Jim James if you would like to pursue 
opportunities as a volunteer.  volunteerism will enrich your 
life.  and thank you for becoming an oswa member!
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leaving more BA on the South side of a stream and some 
provisions to maintain less BA per 1000 feet of stream 
when conducting a thinning operation. He also added 
a tree count of 25 trees per 1000 feet for small streams 
and left the 40 trees per 1000 feet in the current medium 
stream rules.
There would also be a voluntary no cut option within the 
50 and 70 foot RMAs. Gary proposed the rules apply to 
all Western Regions except the Siskiyou Region and they 
apply only to SSBT streams. The theme in Gary’s proposal 
was to do a better job of distributing trees along streams 
and to maintain management options within the RMA to 
manage for the desired future condition.
On September 25th, the subcommittee openly discussed 
both options and recommended that ODF prepare the 
options for discussion on November 5th. They also asked 
that board advisory committees, Regional Forest Practices 
Committee and Committee for Family Forestlands, be 
given an opportunity to comment to the board on the 
proposals.  The Board is tasked with meeting the states 
Protecting Cold Water (PCW) standard which states 
when water temperatures are already below the numeric 
standard for SSBT streams there can be no man caused 
temperature increases above 0.3 degree Celsius. They are 
to meet the PCW to the maximum extent practicable.  
Economics and meeting desired future conditions can be a 
factor of practicability. 

There are problems with RipStream study and the 

ODF Model. 

For the last three months, OSWA’s Water Quality Team led 
by Greg Peterson and Mike Newton have been reviewing 
in great detail the RipStream data and the decisions made 
by Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) throughout the 
study and model development. The results of the study 
were that 40% of the time private forest streams increased 
on average 0.70C (degree Celsius) with is slightly higher 
than the 0.30C threshold in the states Protecting Cold 
Water standard. Several issues of concern in the study 
have been uncovered and ODF has pledged to meet with 
OSWA on October 27th to discuss these issues and answer 
questions.  OSWA will prepare a position paper for the 
board following the review with ODF.  Here is a list of 
some of OSWA’s findings:
•	 The	study	design	required	22	private	sites	to	
be able to statistically detect a 10C (degree Celsius) 
temperature change. However, there were only 18 private 
sites in the study and three of these were missing more 
than half the data sets significantly reducing accuracy of 
the study.
	•	 The	study	focused	on	the	7	day	period	with	highest	
temperature change between before & after harvest.  This 
period lasts less than one hour/day and any change cools to 
background level within 1000 ft downstream.  ODF elected 
to ignore cooling data as well as the many studies that 
have shown that fish productivity increases with minor 
temperature increases.
•	 ODF	acknowledged	there	are	natural	non-
shade factors, such as tributaries and groundwater,  that 

Riparian Rule Decision 
–  continued from front page

continued on page  10

OSWA News

Rules to live by 
The Oregon Forest Practices Act requires that all 

generations. Our new special report, 
Rules to Live By , describes how 
Oregon works to do that.

Order a copy and learn more at: 
OregonForestLaws.org
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influence stream temperature and cause high variability. 
The study collected specific data to determine these 
factors, however, this data was not used. Failing to use 
this data to analyze non-shade factors and not addressing 
natural variability, led to the default assumption that all 
the temperature changes were the result of timber harvest. 
This assumption is patently untrue, and significantly 
distorts study conclusions. 
•	 Stream	flow	is	essential	to	determine	the	cause	
of stream temperature change, yet half the time, no 
attempt was made to measure flow, and at other times, 
measurements were not made at the right time, so less 
than a fourth of the specified flow measurements were 
made. When made, these showed up to a 24x flow increase 
across harvest units, which demonstrates that the effect of 
natural factors, such as tributaries and groundwater, can 
be very significant.  Some stream flows were shown to be 
negative, some very low (equivalent to a garden hose), and 
others subterranean.  Unfortunately, nothing is known 
where stream flow was not measured.
•	 The	15	state	sites	in	the	study	essentially	had	no	
touch buffers, since no trees were removed within 100 feet 
of the streams and very few within 170 ft.  The temperature 
at two state sites increased over 2.5 0C and another by over 
10C, with the average state temperature increase being over 
0.30C. Since shade did not change on these sites, this shows 
the impact of non-shade factors in determining stream 
temperatures.  These are unrelated to timber harvest. 
•	 The	two	private	sites	with	the	largest	temperature	
increases had significant unmeasured tributaries and 

OSWA News

groundwater, logjams, and very low flow.
•	 Five	of	the	private	sites	had	60%	of	the	overall	
temperature increases in the study. Each of these sites 
had identifiable issues, such as canopy gaps, as well 
as tributaries, groundwater inflow, logjams, and dry 
creeks. The Regional Forest Practices Committee 
recommendations address the issues that caused the 
canopy gaps.
•	 Eleven	private	sites	averaged	less	than	a	0.30C 
increase. Four of the eighteen sites had one sided harvests. 
Three of the four did not have a temperature increase 
above 0.30C.

•	 Hot	air	temperature	has	been	shown	to	be	a	
significant factor influencing stream temperatures, and 
was to be continuously measured at 3 locations on each 
stream.  Only 1/6 of the streams actually monitored air 
temperature.
•	 ODF	suppressed	a	more	recent	study,	which	had	
none of these data issues, had 6x more temperature probes, 
12x more flow measurements, and specifically addressed 
the effect of different buffers. This study refutes the ODF 
model predictions.
All these factors shed doubt about the credibility of the 
RipStream study and the model that used the study results 
as the basis of the model predictions. While ODF did the 
best they could with Ripstream’s poor data, flawed science 
is not an appropriate basis for regulatory change. 
OSWA supports the Regional Forest Practices Committee 
recommendations. The Regional Forest Practices 

Riparian Rule Decision–  continued from page 9

Scott Hayes, Rick Barnes, and Dale Cyler testify on Riparian Rules  
at Board of Forestry  meeting April 2014
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Committee examined the results of each private site in the study. They determined the logical reasons why temperatures 
increased on the sites with large increases and developed recommendations to address these issues. Adding more basal 
area and doing a better job of distributing trees along the riparian area will make sure temperatures will stay in line 
with the private sites that did not have increases above the PCW. This is a reasonable approach that allows landowners 
to manage within the riparian area for healthy and productive forests and to develop stands that will meet the desired 
future conditions.  OSWA believes forest streams will have much better fish habitat under the Regional Forest Practices 
Committee recommendations that large no touch buffers on forest streams. There is plenty of science that supports 
OSWA’s position. 

Riparian Rule Decision 
–  continued

 

In 2013, the OSWA Membership Committee recommended OSWA 
order 24” by 24” OSWA signs to be displayed on OSWA member 
property to promote OSWA membership.  OSWA has received calls 
from non-members who saw a sign and had some questions about 
who OSWA is, so the strategy has worked. OSWA purchased 100 
signs in 2013 and needed to purchase another 100 in 2014.  They are 
sold for $35. 
The last of 
the signs 
was sold in 
early 2015 

and OSWA just received another order of 100 signs. If you do not 
yet have a sign and would like to purchase one, please contact Jim 
James jimjamesoswa@yahoo.com or (503) 588-1813.  I will have 
signs with me for sale when I visit chapter annual meetings this 
fall and next spring. Please consider purchasing and displaying 
an OSWA sign to show pride in your membership.

OSWA Signs are Available
By Jim James 
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The 2016 Legislative session begins on February 1st 
and is a short session lasting no more than 35 days, 
(which is March 5th).  The rules adopted by both 
chambers allow for each member to introduce 2 bills, 
each interim committee 3 bills and the executive and 
judicial branches each 5 bills.  The deadline to request 
a bill is november 24, 2015.   These rules don’t apply to 
the presiding officers or to budget bills, so assuming 
all legislators and committees introduce the maximum 
number of bills there will be at least 265 bills to be dealt 
with.  Policy committees will only have 3 or 4 meetings 
to work on bills, so controversial measures are difficult 
to pass. Bill sponsors who expect bills to pass will need 
to be diligently working on them before the February 
session begins.  

oswa’s strategy will be to build on the successes we 
achieved in 2015 while at the same time oppose any 
unfair tax increases for small woodland owners.  The 
governmental advisory Committee (gaC) met via a 
conference call on october 6th and developed draft 
Legislative Priorities for 2016 to be reviewed and 
approved by the oswa Board on october 23rd. 

2016 Legislative Session is Just 
Around the Corner
By Roger Beyer

OSWA News

oswa had two Howdy neighbor woods Tours in 
august, one in Lincoln County on august 8th and 
one in washington County on august 15th. Both 
were successful, well attended, and oswa picked 
up 17 new members during the two events. Thank 
you to Tim and susan Miller and the Lincoln County 
chapter for hosting the august 8th tour and John 
and Cathy dummer and the washington County 
chapter for hosting the august 15th tour. oswa 
receives a grant each year from the oregon Forest 
resource institute (oFri) to help fund these events. 
other sponsors include, osU extension, oregon 
Tree Farm system, oregon department of Forestry, 
oregon Farm Bureau, and sustainable Forestry 
initiative (sFi) state implementation Committee. at 
this time, oswa plans to have a Howdy neighbor 
Tour in Lane County sometime in 2016. other 
chapters wishing to host a Howdy neighbor Tour 
in 2016, please contact Jim James jimjamesoswa@
yahoo.com (503) 588-1813. The oFri grant allows 
oswa to conduct four to six tours per year. 

Continue on page 14

August Howdy Neighbor Tours
By Jim James
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OSWA News

The theme for the Lincoln County tour was “Combining 
Forestry with agriculture”. The oregon Farm Bureau was 
a co-sponsor of the tour. Hosts Tim and susan Miller with 
the help of Mike Cloughesy, director of Forestry, oregon 
Forest resources institute; Jim reeb, osU extension 
Forester; and gary springer, Board of Forestry and driver 
of the starker Forests bus donated by starker Forests 
for the tour all treated the 75 participants to a full day 
of events. They visited an active cut-to-length thinning 
operation, a fish bearing stream to discuss the Board of 
Forestry’s riparian rulemaking process, a new plantation 
discussing ways to minimize deer browse, discussed how 

Lincoln County Tour

forest history influences management decisions, and a 
grass fed beef operation discussing combining forestry and 
agriculture, options when dealing with drought, and how to 
control elk with fencing.  The Lincoln County chapter and chef 
chapter president Peter Bregman served up a delicious BBQ 
hamburger and Kelbaski sausage lunch with all the fixings. 

Above- Tim  and Lee Miller discusses commercial thinning 
objectives

 Below- Lee Miller active cut-to-length thinning operation
Above- Tim Miller discusses challenges with his beef operation

Below- Chef Peter Bregman

Right- Tim Miller describes management strategies 
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The theme for the washington County tour was “Challenges 
when managing a young forest”.  Hosts John and Cathy 
dummer organized five stations with individual themes 
and a structure where participants could select four of the 
five stations to visit.  The 160 participants rotated through 
the stations and discussed the following 1) rookie tree farm 
owners, tree farm history and management – John and Cathy 
dummer, 2) Forest inventory and management planning 
-  amy grotta, osU extension Forester, 3) identification of 
tree diseases - david shaw, osU extension Forest Health 
specialist, 4) Beavers, songbirds and riparian habitat - Fran 
Cafferata-Coe, Certified wildlife Biologist, and 5) Management 
options - Mike Cloughesy, director of Forestry, oregon Forest 
resources institute and Log Markets – erik davis, Log Buyer, 
stimson Lumber Company.  during a pulled pork sandwich 
lunch catered by local Claey’s Catering the participants were 
treated to music by Frank and andrew dummer and could 
test their skills at a fir cone driving range (clubs provided).

Washington County Tour

Above- John & Cathy Dummer describe management strategy

 Below- Dave Shaw discusses forest diseases

Above- Mike Cloughesy and Erik Davis discuss management 
options and the markets associated with each

 Below- Fran Cafferatta-Coe discusses wildlife issues

 Below- Andrew Dummer on guitar and Frank Dummer on 
accordion
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Awesome OSWA Products Make Great Christmas Gifts
oswa offers a wide-range of high quality oswa logo products, suitable for use in all your small woodlands activities, both 
out in the field or in the office.  They make great Christmas gifts for friends and family.  order now! 

The goal at the awesome oswa store is to deliver high quality products that you are proud to wear and use, as well as gift 
with pride to family members and friends. By wearing, using and displaying awesome oswa products, you are helping 
promote our association to colleagues, neighbors and friends. one can see the items available on oswa’s website on the 
home page under the Products tab.  

if you have questions, contact our awesome oswa Products Coordinator, ilene waldorf by email (iwal@molalla.net or phone 
(503-829-3181) or you can mail your orders to:

ilene, waldorf

Po Box 240

Molalla, or 

For more information and to order online, visit  
www.oswa.org or contact Ilene Waldorf at 503-829-3181  
or iwal@molalla.net

Thank you for supporting our Association through  
your purchases of Awesome OSWA products.

Order Now for the Holidays
Purchase a wide-range of high  
quality OSWA logo products. 
Our goal at the Awesome OSWA store is to deliver high quality products that 
you are proud to wear and use, as well as gift with pride to family members 
and friends.  By wearing, using and displaying Awesome OSWA products, you 
are helping promote our association to colleagues, neighbors and friends.
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News from Oregon Department of Forestry

Traps Yield 14 Gypsy Moths in Oregon 
By Bruce Pokarney, Oregon Department of Agriculture

after six straight years of single digit detections, the 
oregon department of agriculture has trapped 14 gypsy 
moths this summer including two asian gypsy moths in 
the Portland area. The results signal an increased concern 
of the threat posed by the plant-eating invasive species 
and has prompted an evaluation of next steps to deal with 
the insect pest. “This is an exceptionally destructive insect 
that would change the health of our forests, making them 
far more vulnerable to other invasive plant issues, causing 
a loss of foliage on trees as well as damaging agricultural-
related industries that would face quarantines should the 
gypsy moth get established,” says Clint Burfitt, manager of 
oda’s insect Pest Prevention and Management Program.

after placing approximately 15,000 traps statewide this 
spring, oda has found seven gypsy moths near grants 
Pass in Josephine County, five in the greater Portland 
area, one in Forest grove in washington County, and one 
in west Linn in Clackamas County. Two of the moths were 
trapped in or near Portland’s Forest Park, another two in 
the st. Johns area and the Port of Portland’s Terminal 6. 
Perhaps most significant is the detection of asian gypsy 
moth– one in Forest Park, the other near st. Johns. The 
other 12 moths are the more common european strain 
of the insect. asian gypsy moth is potentially a much 
more dangerous insect. Unlike its european cousin, the 
female asian gypsy moth has the ability to fly, which 
could lead to a more rapid infestation and subsequent 
spread. The asian gypsy moth also has a larger appetite 
for what grows in oregon, including a taste for conifers. 

There have been just three asian gypsy moths detected in 
oregon prior to this year– a single catch in north Portland 
in 1991, one caught in Portland’s Forest Park in 2000, and 
one caught in st. Helens in 2006. it’s notable that two of 
the three asian gypsy moths trapped in oregon were 
relatively in the same locations as this year’s detections. 
additionally, an asian gypsy moth has been trapped 
across the Columbia river near the Port of vancouver in 
washington. The detections of asian gypsy moth are not 
completely surprising since the insect pest was ultimately 
transported by ships arriving from asia, particularly russia. 
“we can speculate that the moths likely came from Far 
east russia as thousands of steel plates are imported from 

areas across the Pacific that are infested with asian gypsy 
moth,” says Burfitt. Patrols from Us Customs and Border 
Protection as well as Us department of agriculture’s 
animal Plant Health inspection service (aPHis) have 
worked with shipping companies to inspect vessels 
before they arrive in oregon and elsewhere around 
the country, but the chances of intercepting every 
potentially viable gypsy moth egg mass are challenging. 
it is likely that the adult moths trapped this year in the 
Portland vancouver area originated from one of those 
egg masses. “we are receiving an increased number of 
shipments into our ports from russia, Korea, China, and 
Japan,” says Burfitt. “Those asian ports are well lit and 
near forested areas. The asian gypsy moths are attracted 
to the lights. Female moths fly onto the ships, then lay 
their eggs on containers and commodities. Based on 
the high population of moths at these asian ports and 
the egg masses that have been recovered from the ships 
the past couple of years, there is a heightened alert 
nationally to be on the lookout for asian gypsy moth.”

oregonians have more experience with the european 
gypsy moth, which is usually introduced when new 
residents or travelers from areas of high gypsy moth 
populations in the eastern Us unwittingly bring the 
pest with them on outdoor household furniture or other 
items that may harbor gypsy moth eggs. For the third 
straight year, oda has trapped european gypsy moths 
near grants Pass and the seven detected this year are 
further proof of a breeding population in the area. now 
that nearly all of the 15,000 gypsy moth traps have been 
checked and removed for the year, oda and its partners 
are examining the data while considering the best course 
of action. while no plans have been determined yet, 
there is the possibility of gypsy moth eradication projects 
next spring in Josephine County and north Portland.

This year, the state of washington has caught asian 
gypsy moths as well, including the one in vancouver. 
a Usda technical working group will be offering 
recommendations to both states on the next steps, 
which may include spray projects in spring 2016 using 
Bacillus thuringiensis var. kurstaki (Btk)– an organically 
approved product and natural-occurring bacterium 
that targets the gypsy moth. For many years, spraying 
for gypsy moth was an annual event in oregon, but 
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Gypsy Moths
Continued from previous page

the most recent eradication project took place in 2009. 
oregon’s gypsy moth history shows the cyclical nature of 
the insect. Prior to this year’s 14 detections, there were just 
four detections in 2014, two moths caught in 2013, one 
moth in 2012, and no detections in 2011. By contrast, more 
than 19,000 gypsy moths were trapped in Lane County 
alone in the mid-1980s. despite the lack of moths up until 
this year, the threat of new introductions to oregon is 
constant on an annual basis. so far, oregon has avoided 
the unsavory prospect of having to learn to live with the 
gypsy moth. That’s why the just-completed detection 
program continues to be an important tool in fighting 
off an unwanted invader. “History shows that we have a 
very good program that finds gypsy moth populations 
while they are small and treatable,” says Helmuth rogg, 
oda’s director of Plant Programs. “we have a track record 
of eradicating small pockets of gypsy moth in oregon as 
soon as we detect them. without a good trapping program 
and a safe, effective eradication program, that would 
not be possible.” as officials mull over the options and 

contemplate what needs to happen next, history shows that 
the oregon department of agriculture’s emphasis on early 
detection and rapid response to the gypsy moth threat fits well 
with oda’s mission to protect the state’s natural environment 
and economy from the impact of an invasive species that has 
caused havoc in other parts of the country and the world. For 
more information, contact Bruce Pokarney at (503) 986-4559.

Female Gypsy Moth Male Gypsy Moth
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early seral-dependent songbirds like the rufous 
hummingbird and orange-crowned warbler have been 
declining in oregon. according to research, this is due 
in part to the emphasis on late-successional and old-
growth management goals on federal forestlands. 
estimates indicate a decline of as much as 50 percent in 
early-seral forests since the 19th and early 20th centuries.

The oregon Forests research institute (oFri) has a 
new publication about songbirds in their wildlife in 
Managed Forests series. The new publication, “early 
seral-associated songbirds,” outlines science-based 
recommendations to maintain songbird habitat 
including strategies to provide habitat for early seral-
associated songbirds while still growing timber to meet 
society’s wood products demands. recommendations 
for landowners seeking to help promote songbird 
habitat include maintaining some shrubs and hardwood 
trees and keeping large-diameter down logs on-site. 

The new publication is available on oFri website: 

ht t p : //o r e g o n f o r e s t s . o r g /s i te s /d e f au l t / f i l e s /
publications/pdf/oFri_wiMF_songbirds_web.pdf

A white-crowned sparrow perches atop lupine. 

Photo courtesy Matthew R. Olson

Young Forests Critical to Songbirds    
By ODF Fall E-Newsletter

Forest Management Planning 
Assistance Available Now    
By Nick Nick Hennemann, Oregon Department of Forestry

The Forest stewardship Program helps landowners 
develop long-term forest management plans through 
cost-share assistance. Funding is used to help family 
and other local and regional forestland owners develop 
forest management plans for lands they own fee title. 

who can apply:  Family forestland, local governments 
(including counties), public municipal watersheds, 
regional governments, and soil and water conservation 
districts.

How to apply:  applications are being accepted from 
october 1, 2015 – January 31, 2016.  apply by completing 
a Cost share application and submitting it to your local 
stewardship Forester at an odF office or by mail or e-mail.

• applications must meet all ownership requirements and 
be rated as “high potential or potential” priority for funding.

• cost share funding is available to landowners 
who apply, qualify for, and are approved for 
funding. Funding reimburses the landowner up 
to 75% of out-of-pocket costs paid to a consulting 
forester for developing a forest management plan.

• funding can cover development of a new plan or a plan 
update depending on woodland owner qualifications. 

• the plan must be developed according to the oregon 
Forest Management Planning system guidelines and 
approved in writing by the local odF stewardship Forester.

bob@forestseedlingnetwork.com
503-769-9806

Forest Seedling Network
1740 Shaff Rd. #306

Stayton, OR 97383

DISCOVER Our Interactive Website
Connecting Forest Landowners with

Services and Contractors

www.forestseedlingnetwork.com

OREGON •  WASHINGTON •  IDAHO •  MONTANA •  CALIFORNIA

Buy/Sell
Seedlings
Use Our
Map Search

Find Vendor
Services &
Contractors

Valuable
Resources
News, Updates & Events
Tips, Notes, Links & Advice
Seed Zone Maps

Product Groups:
Forest Seedlings • Christmas Tree Seedlings
Conifer Liner Stock Seedlings • Forest Tree Seed
Native Woody Plant Seedlings 
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Sage-Grouse Decision: New Paradigm
From Blue Mountain Eagle 10-06-15

while some critics question whether 
ranchers who enter into voluntary 
conservation plans to aid the greater 
sage grouse have given up too 
much, a listing of the bird under 
the endangered species act would 
have been a disaster.  The U.s. Fish 
and wildlife service decided not to 
add the greater sage grouse to the 
endangered species list.  

That’s good news for ranchers and 
others in the western natural resources 
community.

in making the announcement, U.s. secretary of the interior 
sally Jewell credited voluntary and collaborative measures 
to protect and improve greater sage grouse habitat on 
public and private land across the west.  But with oregon 
ranchers providing a key early model, producers, private 
landowners and public agencies adopted agreements most 
believe will protect sage grouse habitat while still allowing 
work on the land.  More than 100 oregon ranchers signed 
voluntary conservation agreements with UsFws in which 
they took steps to improve habitat in exchange for 30 years 
protection from additional regulation even if the bird had 
been listed. Private landowners in other states followed 
suit, and public agencies such as the BLM revised their 
management plans.  Those revisions added restrictions on 
everyone who use public lands. on the whole, we think 
these new restrictions are less intrusive than what would 
have happened if the sage grouse were listed.

 some environmental groups say the sage grouse can’t 
survive without the more stringent protections provided 
by the endangered species act.  oil and gas interests say 
the voluntary conservation plans on private lands and 
mandatory efforts on public lands are too restrictive for 
energy production. at the same time, there are carve outs 
for a proposed transmission line for electricity produced by 
wind generators, a resource favored by the administration.  
Though for different ends, both sides have threatened 
litigation.  it should be noted that it was a lawsuit brought 
by environmentalists to force the government to make a 
decision on a sage grouse listing that provided the impetus 
for the collaborative efforts and reworked land use plans 

now at issue.

 some members of Congress say 
the obama administration has 
successfully put even private lands 
under the government’s thumb, 
what some believe was the goal from 
the start.  Litigation is an inevitable 
byproduct of any decision on an 
environmental issue. Congressional 
displeasure is also a near certainty. of 
this will play out over time.

 we would not suggest that voluntary 
conservation plans and the government efforts have not 
changed the west. Clearly, there is a new paradigm.  But 
ranchers and other natural resource advocates need to 
remember that they have more options under the current 
conditions than they would had the sage grouse been 
listed. That would change the west in ways that would make 
grazing and other productive use of public and private 
lands all but impossible in many cases.  The challenge now 
is to ensure measures taken thus far maintain sage grouse 
habitat and lead to an increase in the population. The only 
way to thwart litigation or renewed political pressure for 
a listing — and thus more onerous restrictions — is to 
actually save the sage grouse.

Greater Sage Grouse
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Willamette Valley Ponderosa Pine
By Mike Barsotti

Have you planted willamette valley Ponderosa Pine? if so, 
the pine association would like to know. The willamette 
valley Ponderosa Pine Conservation association (wvPPCa) 
in partnership with oregon state University Forestry 
extension is working to determine the acreage, location, 
and ages of Ponderosa Pine planted in western oregon. 
This effort is part of a marketing strategy to quantify a 
future volume of pine available for harvest.  

if you are one of the many that have a pine plantation, 
email the wvPPCa at barsotti@wvi.com listing how many 
acres and years planted. Willamette Valley Ponderosa Pine

State of the State and Forest Health Conference 
 By Trixy Moser

Coming February 16th and 17th, 2016, the “state of 
the state and Forest Health” Conference will be held in 
Corvallis, oregon. This two-day event will include talks 
from forest health professionals, networking lunches, 
and a keynote from rich Hofstetter, an expert on insect 
effects on forest management from northern arizona 
University. This conference will focus on the importance 
of continued awareness of the forest health trends 
in oregon, updates on current research and findings 
regarding the health of oregon’s forests, and then relate 
back to the role that everyone can play to ensure healthy 
forests for future generations.

 Participants from a wide range of backgrounds will be 
encouraged to attend: professional foresters, landowners, 
county extension agents, students, and the general 
public. while this will be a great event for professionals 
in the forest health field to network, it will also be an 
incredible opportunity for oregon state University 
students to talk with and learn from professionals and 

leaders in the field.  

 Co-sponsors of this conference include: oregon Forest 
resource institute, oregon Forest industries Council, 
oregon small woodlands association, american 
Forest Foundation, sustainable Forestry initiative state 
implementation Committee, osU Forestry & natural 
resources extension, northwest Fire science Consortium, 
Marys Peak saF, oregon saF, and the saF Foresters’ Fund.
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OTFS Annual Meeting, Workshop, 
and Awards Luncheon 
By Mike Barsotti

Monday, november 23rd is the oregon Tree Farm system 
(oTFs) annual Meeting at the world Forestry Center’s 
Miller Hall in Portland. a workshop on Fire on the Tree 
Farm will have an outstanding panel to discuss preparing 
for fire, what to do if you have a fire, and if you should 
have a fire, what to do and where to get help. Following 
the workshop is the annual awards Luncheon where 
the outstanding tree farmer of the year and inspector 
of the year will be announced. the workshop is free and 
the lunch costs $30 per person. registration is required 
by contacting anne Hanschu (503) 357-2551 or email 
netvetrd@gmail.com. see flyer for details and registration 
form. 

SFI Sets a Guinness World Records   
(R) Title One Tree at a Time: 
Offically Amazing
oTTawa, on and wasHingTon, d.C. – The sustainable 
Forestry initiative (sFi) and its partners across north 
america set a new gUinness worLd reCords title, 
planting 202,935 trees in one hour. sFi partnered with 29 
teams of 25-100 people each to plant trees in locations 
from new york city to Vancouver island, british columbia.

“as sFi celebrates its 20th anniversary, i can’t think 
of a more exciting way to recognize and reinforce 
our commitment to healthy forests and sustainable 
communities, and to reaffirm that the actions we take 
today can have a significant and material impact on the 
future of our forests,” said Kathy abusow, president and 
Ceo of sFi.

Organized by SFI, the effort involved 1,165 volunteers 
from all ages and backgrounds, including the forest sector, 
community organizations, youth groups, conservation 
groups and SFI Implementation Committees. They 
planted trees between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. EDT on May 20, 
2015. When mature, these trees will provide clean air to 
breathe, clean water to drink and help improve the quality 
of life for many.
Teams that participated in the world record-breaking 
initiative included American Forests, Atco Wood Products, 
Baltimore City Recreation and Parks’ TreeBaltimore, 
City of Sumner, Washington, Coopérative Forestière des 
Hautes-Laurentides, Domtar, Fornebu Lumber Company, 
Interfor, Island Timberlands, J.D. Irving Limited, Massey-
Vanier High School, Norbord Barwick (in conjunction with 
local schools), Norbord (Groupement forestier cooperatif 
Abitibi, Sylviculture La Vérendrye, Forêt d’enseignement 
et de recherche Harricana), New York Restoration Project, 
Parks & People Foundation, Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources, Pennsylvania 
SFI Implementation Committee, ReEnergy Holdings, 
Resolute Forest Products (the Haveman Team - Dog River 
Matawin Forest, the Outland Team - Black Spruce Forest, 
the Brinkman Team - Crossroute Forest), Minnesota SFI 
Implementation Committee, St. Louis County’s Land & 
Minerals Department, the Sugar Pine Foundation, TD 
Bank, Forests Ontario (with partners Michael’s Hair Body 
Mind and Credit Valley Conservation), UPM Blandin, 
and Williams Lake Plywood - West Fraser.
Learn more about sFi, the gUinness worLd reCords 
achievement and other community initiatives at 
sfiprogram.org

Continue on page  27
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Oregon Tree Farm System 

Annual Meeting, Workshop 
and Recognition Luncheon

Date: November 23, 2015
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Place: World Forestry Center, Portland

Sponsors: Oregon Tree Farm System, Oregon Small Woodlands Association, Oregon Department of Forestry, 
Oregon Forest Resources Institute, OSU Forestry & Natural Resources Extension, USDA Forest Service

Tree Farm Recognition Luncheon
Time: 11:45 a.m.  - 2:00 p.m. 
Place: Miller Hall, World Forestry Center

The workshop will be followed by a brief Oregon Tree Farm System business meeting and 
then a lunch honoring the County Tree Farmers of the Year. The high point of the day will 
be the a video featuring all of the County Tree Farmers of the Year and the announcement 
of the Oregon Tree Farmer of the Year for 2015.

The workshop is free;the luncheon is $30 per person. For more information, contact 
Anne Hanschu-503-357-2551 or e-mail- netvetrdh@gmail.com.

Send your completed registration, along with money, to the address on the back.

Fire on the Tree Farm 
Time: 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
Place: Cheatham Hall, World Forestry Center 
Presenters:   

Doug Grafe, ODF, Deputy Chief, Fire Protection Division 
Daniel Leavell, OSU Forestry & Natural Resources Extension 
Rick Wagner, ODF, Stewardship Forester
Oregon Family Forest Landowner, TBA

The 2015 Oregon fire season was the third record-breaking season in a row. Will this be 
the new normal, and is your tree farm prepared? This workshop features a quick review of 
the 2015 fire season is led by Doug Grafe of ODF. A discussion about how to prepare your 
tree farm for wildfire and what do if a fire occurs led by Daniel Leavell of OSU Extension 
in Klamath and Lake counties. Rick Wagner is a stewardship forester with ODF from the 
Northeast Oregon District. Rick and a family forest landowner will share what happened 
during a large complex fire in 2015 and the focus "after the fire," including assistance 
available. 

This is your chance to learn how to be ready for the 2016 fire season. Please join us.

Annual Meeting, Workshop 
and Recognition Luncheon
Annual Meeting, Workshop 
and Recognition Luncheon
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Family forest landowners from five counties have been 
singled out for special recognition because of their efforts 
in managing their forests and encouraging others to 
improve their forested properties.

Defrees Ranch - Baker County:  The 1,227 acre Defrees 
Ranch has been in the family for 107 years, and is a model 
of stewardship as a forest/livestock operation in Eastern 
Oregon’s forest and range country. Lyle and Dean Defrees 
manage the mixed use property to both provide for forest 
and range production and health. Their efforts are also 
include improving wildlife habitats and restore Aspen, a 
species in decline in Eastern and Central Oregon.
Lyle and Dean, active members of their OSWA Chapter, 
are continually educating themselves in the scientific 
knowledge and on-the-ground management of tree farming 
and ranching. Lyle is a meticulous record keeper which has 
given him insights into the costs and benefits of managing 
livestock and forests; information the Defrees share with 
tree farmers, ranchers and the general public through 

countless tours and classroom settings. 
Greg and Barbara Vollmer - Benton County: Greg and 
Barbara Vollmer own 22 acres near Alsea.  They have owner 
their tree farm since 1982 and have a long history of forest 
improvement projects on their property. They converted 
pastures to Douglas-fir forests in the 1980s and have 
worked continually to release their trees from competing 
vegetation.
They are both Master Woodland Managers and members of 
the Benton County Small Woodlands Association and the 
Oregon Tree Farm System. Greg is a leader of their OSWA 
Chapter serving as Program Chair. Barbara manages the 
books for their Chapter.
Bill and Mary Potterf - Jackson County:  Bill and Mary 
Potterf own and manage 78 acres near the town of Rogue 
River in Jackson County. The property has been in the 
family since 1971. They purchased the tree farm in 2005. 

Conitinue on page 27

OTFS 2015 County Tree Farmer of the Year 
By Mike Barsotti

Real Estate Valuation Services 
Appraisal of Timberland, Recreational Land,

and Agricultural Property
State Certified Appraisers in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho

Forestry  Environmental  Geospatial
www.masonbruce.com

503-224-3445  appraiser@masonbruce.com

2015 OSWA Silver Patron
MB&G is a recognized leader in forest management practices, innovation,

and performance. With nearly 95 years of experience in forestry consulting,
we provide a full range of natural resource services.
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continue SFI Guinness Award from page 23
about the sustainable 
Forestry initiative® inc. (sFi)

sFi® inc. is an independent, 
non-profit organization 
that is solely responsible for 
maintaining, overseeing and 
improving the internationally 
recognized sFi program. 
sFi works collaboratively 
with conservation groups, 
local communities, youth, 
resource professionals, 
landowners and countless 
other organizations and 
individuals who share our 
passion for and commitment 
to healthy forests, responsible 

purchasing and sustainable communities. since 2010, sFi has 
awarded more than 60 Conservation and Community Partnership 
grants totaling more than $1.9 million to foster education, research 
and pilot efforts to better inform future decisions about our 
forests. when leveraged with project partner contributions, that 
total investment exceeds $7.1 million. across the United states 
and Canada, more than 250 million acres (100 million hectares) 
are certified to the sFi Forest Management standard. in addition, 
sustainable forestry is promoted through the sFi Fiber sourcing 
standard and the sFi Chain-of-Custody standard. sFi on-product 
labels help consumers make responsible purchasing decisions. 
sFi inc. is governed by a three-chamber board of directors 
representing environmental, social and economic sectors equally. 
Learn more at www.sfiprogram.org and www.sfiprogram.org/
Buy-sFi

Continue Outstanding Tree Farmer Winners 
from page 26
Much of the management of the property deals with recovery 
from a 1992 wildfire that burned 94 percent of the land. 

The property was salvage logged and planted shortly after 
the fire. Pruning and thinning are now the major current forest 
management activities. They have built and maintain trail system 
for family and landowner tours, and work to minimize the threat 
of future wildfires through pruning and removing brush and other 
fuels. They have created and maintain a fuel reduction zone along 
Boyd road.

Bill is a Master woodland Manager and 
enthusiastically coveys the message of 
family forestland management. He has been 
instrumental in building the southern oregon 
family forestland community.

dave and Karen Bateman -  Linn County:  
dave and Karen Bateman are this year’s Linn 
County honored tree farmers. They own 133 
acres in two parcels in the central part of the 
county. They have own one parcel for over 
40 years, and live on the other which they 
bought 13 years ago.

young growth management describes most 
of dave and Karen’s tree farm activities. They 
have planted douglas-fir and western red 
cedar, thinned, and pruned stands of various 
ages.

dave is a past President of the Linn County 
small woodlands association and continues 
to be a major source of energy and inspiration 
for the Chapter. He’s serves as Program Chair 
and mentors new Chapter Presidents as they 
take office.

John and Cathy dummer -  washington 
County:  John and Cathy dummer are 
relatively new to forestry, but have throwing 
themselves headlong into learning about 
forest management from classes and other 
tree farmers. They own a 39 acre property in 
northern washington County.

They bought a parcel after it was clear-cut, 
planted and trees established. The dummers 
developed their forest management plan 
through osU Forestry extension’s Mentored 
Management Planning course. They have 
filled in root-rot pockets and other low 
stocked areas with a variety of red alder, 
Ponderosa pine and oregon white oak. 
along with planting, controlling invasive 
species such as scotch Broom has been a 
major management task.

John and Cathy are very active in their oswa 
Chapter and currently serve as co-Presidents.
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OSWA 23, 2015 
OSWA Board Meeting

November 5, 2015
Board of Forestry Meeting 

November 7, 2015
Columbia County Annual Meeting

November 21, 2015
Washington County Annual Meeting

November 23, 2015
OTFS Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon
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January 9, 2016
Linn County Annual Meeting

January 21, 2016
Benton County Annual Meeting

January 23, 2016
Lane County Annual Meeting

January 30, 2016
Lincoln County Annual Meeting

February 16 & 17, 2016
Forest Health Symposium

187 High st. ne, suite 208
salem, or 97301


