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West Multnomah Forest Neighbor Tour a Success

On Saturday, September 26, over 40 forestland owners gathered in the tree-covered
hills of West Multnomah County for a Forest Neighbor tour. Oregon Small Woodlands Association, in partnership with the West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District, Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI), Oregon State Forestry Extension, Oregon Department of Forestry and the
US Forest Service, sponsored the event.

The event was hosted by OSWA members
John & Kate Eskew on their 40 acre forest property. Participants discussed a wide
range of topics, including how to indentify
and measure trees, how to sell carbon stored
in family-owned forests, ways to manage for
wildlife, how to identify and control invasive
species and how to fire proof your property. In addition, the sponsoring organizations
hosted information tables for participants to pick up information and talk to professional experts one-on-one. The event was a great success, due in part to the picture
perfect weather and delicious food!

Board of Directors Sets OSWA Agenda for 2010

The Board of Directors met October 2 in Salem for a full day of discussion and decision-making. Key action items the Board addressed included the approval of the
association’s 2010 work plan and operating budget, and the establishment of a Membership Work Group. All Board related documents are available to OSWA members
upon request through the state office.
The financial status of OSWA was reviewed by the Board. Staff reported that projections indicate the association will end the fiscal year (October 31) with a net income
for the year of about $5,000. The approved budget projected a balanced budget for the
year. The Board also reviewed 2009 Work Plan accomplishments.
cont’d on pg 3
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Our Vision

To  see  privately  owned  family  
woodlands are a  thriving  part  
of Oregon’s landscape in 2050.

Our Mission Statement

To provide opportunity to
Family Woodland Owner by:
· Educating and informing the
owners of forested tracts and
the public regarding
forestry and family forestland
management issues.
· Providing a medium for the  
exchange  of  ideas  about  
family forestland by land
owners, public agencies,
consultants and timber
industry personnel.
· Serving as a forum to make
recommendations for
investigating and solving
problems, and for improving
forest management,
harvesting, and marketing.
· Disseminating information
on the establishment,
growth, harvesting and
marketing of forest crops
produced on family
forestlands, and to foster the
wise use and protection of
forests and encourage better
forestry practices.
· Representing the owners
of family forestlands to the
general public and before
legislative bodies and
regulatory agencies.
· Complying with ORS
Chapter 65 and as
authorized by ORS 65.061.

President’s Message…

By Ken Faulk

Planning is now underway for the 2010 annual meeting and
convention. Your state office is working with the Clackamas
chapter, who will host the event. The meeting and convention
next year will celebrate OSWA’s 50th anniversary.
Early in the 1950’s, several county organizations were formed to
serve woodland owner needs. Clackamas County Farm Forestry
Association was one of the earliest groups formed. Within a
few years, these early chapters came together to start a statewide group named the
Oregon Small Woodlands Association. So it is fitting that Clackamas chapter, as one
of the initiators of OSWA, is hosting the upcoming annual meeting and convention.
Today’s OSWA members have a great deal for which to thank those early county
groups, whose vision and industry got OSWA underway.
The exact dates for the meeting and convention have not yet been set but have been
narrowed to a time period of mid-April to early May. As soon as a site is chosen, the
date will fall into place and we will get word out to our members, exhibitors and
friends.
On our tree farm, I have completed the inventory and the data has been entered
into the FVS growth model. The results were even more favorable than I had hoped.
When we presented the model data to Neil Sampson (a consultant to AFF),
WCC was told that we would be credited with some below ground carbon as well as
stem carbon growth. This added about 30% more credits for our forests. I have signed
a contract with WCC to sell my carbon credits.
Of course, the proof will be in the pudding when WCC sells its first ton of carbon
credit. This will most likely be an over the counter sale rather than a sale on the Chicago Climate Exchange. To read about the growing market for voluntary carbon sales,
go on line and google that subject.
WCC plans to target the sales of our carbon credits to mid-sized businesses to whom
buying credits from family woodland owners would be most appealing. I’m trying
to think of companies to whom we as a group represent a significant part of their
market. I would think that our forest carbon credits would be particularly attractive to
such companies desiring to purchase carbon credits.
I see the sale of carbon credits as a small supplement to forest land income. I would
hope to integrate carbon credit sales as a part of my timber harvest plans. In fact, the
FVS growth model shows that as we are selling carbon sequestered from our yearly
growth increment, our teenage (pre-commercial) stands may be the most productive.
Carbon sequestration is seen as just one of the ecosystem services that might have
some sellable value to family woodland owners. Many predict that carbon credits
may be a short term sellable item with the bubble lasting only 15 or so years. Other
ecosystem services that have some value to society and are perhaps sellable are water,
wildlife habitat and recreation. Some are being sold already, but the big challenge will
be to sell ecosystem services which we have traditionally made available to society for
free. — Till next time.
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Resources

cont’d from pg 1
The Board spent considerable time discussing the state of OSWA membership.
Staff reported that 149 members have been terminated for non dues payment
this year. In addition, 195 members are delinquent in dues payments, representing
$19,225 of potential income. Staff estimated that overall dues income for the fiscal
year will be down 13% compared to the approved budget.
The Board discussed ways to reach out to current members to encourage them to
continue their membership. In addition, the Board discussed the need for growing OSWA’s membership during 2010. It was agreed to establish a Membership
Work Group to develop membership targets and a plan to achieve the targets. Marie Gale, Coos/Curry Chapter President, agreed to chair the Membership Work
Group. The Work Group will begin its work in the coming weeks.
It was agreed to expand the OSWA Leadership meeting schedule for 2010. The
Board will meet three times face-to-face during the year. In addition, the Board
and other OSWA leaders will meet via conference call eight times a year to share
information and discuss important policy and operational issues. It was agreed
that any OSWA member may dial into the call and listen in on the discussion. The
Executive Committee will meet at least four times a year in addition to the Board
meetings.
Finally, it was announced that the Clackamas County Chapter will host OSWA’s
50th Anniversary Annual meeting. A meeting planning committee has been
established and is made up of Clackamas Chapter leaders and state office representatives. The meeting date will likely be Friday, April 30, with an optional field
tour day on Saturday, May 1. Be on the look out for Annual Meeting information
in the near future.
For those that want to know more detail about discussions and actions taken by
state leadership, you can find all OSWA Board of Directors and Executive Committee meeting minutes on the OSWA website at:
www.oswa.org.

Jim James Forestry Consulting, LLC
Assistance with all your forestry needs
Over 35 years of experience
Specializing in:
• Developing Forest Management Plans
o Forest Certification (ATFS and SFI standards)
o Forest Stewardship
• Road and Harvest Planning, Layout, and Contract Supervision
• Log Marketing and Check Scaling
462 Shannon Dr NW Albany, OR 97321
(541) 967-3674, Cell Phone (541) 619-4252
Email jimjames.forestry@yahoo.com

Knowledgeable, Honest, and Trustworthy

http://www.oswa.org/
Visit the OSWA web site at
www.oswa.org for information
about your local chapter. Be
sure to click on “Your Local
Chapter” for a map link to your
own chapter website!  

Advertise in the Update!

The Update is sent to over
2,900 OSWA members and
friends eight times per year.
Our members grow over
one million acres of family
forestland in Oregon!
1/12 page
1/6 page
1/4 page
1/3 page
1/2 page
2/3 page
Full Page

1 Issue
$70
$90
$110
$145
$170
$200
$270

4 Issues
$210
$270
  $330
  $445
  $510
  $600
  $800

Classified Ads Up to 40 words:
1 Issue
$70

4 Issues
$210

Rates include typesetting and
ad preparation.
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Hanschu’s Host Forest Tour for
Department of Revenue

Anne & Richard Hanschu hosted a forest tour for Oregon Department of Revenue (DOR) staff on September
16, 2009. The tour took place September 16 on the Little
Beaver Creek Tree Farm in western Washington County.
This forest is certified by the American Tree Farm System
as being sustainably managed and was the site for the
2008 National Tree Farm Annual meeting field day.
The DOR staff spent the day with the Hanschu’s, Dallas
Boge, Washington Co. Chapter President, and OSWA

staff viewing and discussing various elements of sustainable forest management, including stream riparian
restoration, reforestation, thinning, pruning and commercial tree harvesting. Participants also discussed forestland
and timber valuation. It was a beautiful day to explore
the forest property and share knowledge and information
with each other. Thanks to Anne & Richard Hanschu for
a wonderful day!
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OREGON Tree Farm SYSTEM News

Oregon Tree Farm System
Annual Meeting, Workshop & Recognition Luncheon

World Forestry Center, Portland
November 23, 2009 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

2:00 pm	Oregon Tree Farm System board meeting
in David Douglas Hall
3:30 pm

Adjourn meeting

To register: please send name, phone #, number of
attendees, and payment for lunch ($25/person) by November 18, 2009 to:

The Oregon Tree Farm System Annual Meeting is scheduled for November 23, 2009 at the World Forestry Center,
Portland.
Oregon Tree Farm System
c/o Anne Hanschu
The annual meeting kicks off with a tree farm workshop
14655 NW Parson Rd.
at 9:00 am and wraps up with a tree farm recognition
Forest Grove, OR 97116
luncheon at noon.
Questions?
The tree farm workshop will focus on the new standards
— Call: 503-375-2551 or email: netvetrdh@gmail.com
of forest certification used by the American Tree Farm
System. The luncheon will honor the County Tree Farmers of the Year and announce the Oregon Tree Farmer of
the Year for 2009.
The agenda for the day includes:
8:30 am

Coffee & check in – Cheatham Hall

9:00 am

Workshop – Cheatham Hall

11:00 am	Oregon Tree Farm System annual
business meeting – Cheatham Hall
11:30 am	Check in for awards luncheon in Miller
Hall ($25/person for lunch)
12:15 pm	Tree Farmer of the Year awards luncheon
in Miller Hall

Menu: Roast Baron of beef, salad, fresh fruit and pumpkin pie

1:00 pm

Oregon Tree Farm System annual awards

• Video review of County Tree Farmers of the Year
• Recognition of the County Tree Farmers of the
Year by USDA Forest Service regional forester,
Mary Wagner (invited) and Oregon State Forester,
Marvin Brown (invited)
• Announcement of western and eastern Oregon
regional and state Outstanding Tree Farmer of
the Year
1:45 pm

Break
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Oregon News

Got wood? Oregon says cut it local
and burn it fast

have lots of dying trees,” says Hilburn. “People are cutting
those trees for firewood and moving it. The beetles and
diseases are showing up hundreds of miles from any local
infestation as people take the wood with them or sell it far
from the source.”

Buy local has a whole new meaning when it comes to
protecting Oregon from invasive species this fall and
winter. The state Department of Agriculture says firewood
bought out of state may be carrying harmful insects and
diseases. Buying local firewood can help keep invasive
species from gaining a foothold in the Oregon environment.

Many trees that end up providing firewood are dying in
the first place because they are afflicted with an invasive
species. The firewood may look like it’s dead, but the bugs
and diseases inside go right on living. Even firewood that
is split into small pieces may contain the insect or disease.
If firewood is stored for any great length of time, beetles
can bore out, and diseases can sporulate and fly off into
the wind. A spread of the invasive species is very possible
under that scenario.

By Eric Mortenson, The Oregonian
September 18, 2009, 10:47am

“Firewood is becoming a major pathway for moving
invasive species, and that’s not a good thing,” says Dan
Hilburn, administrator of the Oregon Department of
Agriculture’s Plant Division and member of the Oregon
Invasive Species Council. “The take home message to
Oregonians is to buy their firewood locally and burn it
locally.”
Whether it is used at a campground or at home, people
are transporting firewood great distances these days,
taking with them any bugs or diseases that might not be
native to that area.
“Places that have invasive species problems like sudden
oak death, emerald ash borer, or Asian longhorned beetle,

“At the very least, if you purchase firewood from a far
away source, burn it right away,” says Hilburn. “Still, it is
better to buy the local stuff. It’s better for the environment, it is in abundance, and it is often cheaper.”

Local timber owners connect
with local builders
Matthew Preusch, The Associated Press
September 4th, 2009, 2:25 pm pdt

(AP) — PORTLAND, Ore. - To tour Bob and Julie
Granger’s northeast Portland home is to see an Oregon
forest milled and varnished, ready to eat off
and walk across. Native bigleaf maple forms
the floor, the trim is all Douglas fir from the
foothills of the coast range, and the couple’s
kitchen counters came from two walnut trees
that used to stand in their front yard.
The Grangers were able to fashion their
two-story home thus because of a growing
Portland movement that’s trying to do the
same thing for home building that farmers’
markets have done for how we eat.
“We have a real opportunity here to not only
connect people with wood, but connect them
with the forest ecosystems that provide that
wood,” said Brent Davies, director of forestry
for the Portland organization Ecotrust.
cont’d on pg 13
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State board to re-examine where
state forests’ value lies
By Andre Meunier, The Oregonian
September 09, 2009, 5:13pm

SILVERTON — The Oregon Board of Forestry, trying
to balance logging, environmental and recreation interests, has begun re-examining a question that has sparked
debate and controversy for decades: Where does the value
of state-managed forests lie?
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ture that would have mandated industrial-scale logging on
the state forests.
Then in June, the board voted to reduce the percentage
of the Tillamook and Clatsop forests dedicated to older,
more complex forests from between 40 and 60 percent to
between 30 and 50 percent.
It will also bump the cut from the forests to 196 million
board feet per year from about 186 million — less than
what would come off of an industrially run forest.

Today the board set in motion a process to redefine what
the “greatest permanent value” of the forests should be. It
will rewrite its mission statement for the lands, which include the Tillamook and Clatsop forests west of Portland.

Counties get a share of timber receipts from the forests
because they deeded the land to the state decades ago
after a series of fires in the 1930s and ‘40s known as the
Tillamook Burn. The forests were replanted after the fires.

The seven members face the competing interests of environmental groups unhappy the board is upping the cut
on coast range forests and rural counties wanting more
logging for local jobs and services. The board also feels
pressure from the Legislature and governor to set a clear
vision for Oregon forests.

Environmental groups are concerned that the board’s recent actions could indicate a shift toward a more industrial view of state-managed lands, which are home to some
of the state’s healthiest salmon runs.

“The real goal is to give full and equal weight to the
environment, the social values and the economic values,
so that one doesn’t have a higher priority,” John Blackwell,
the board’s chairman, said today at the board’s regularly
scheduled meeting.
“It’s really just a re-balancing,” Blackwell said.
Blackwell said the way the mission statement has been
implemented puts too much emphasis on environmental
priorities. And it led to a failed management plan that
promised more than it has provided, especially for timber
harvests.
The current definition calls for “healthy, productive and
sustainable forest ecosystems that over time and across
the landscape provide a full range of social, economic and
environmental benefits.”
Blackwell said that, despite concerns from environmental groups and anglers that the board is weighted toward
timber interests, it is his goal that any new definition not
give undue weight to logging sales.
“That’s not going to happen, because I’m not going to
sacrifice habitat for higher economic returns,” he said.
Earlier this year, the board fought off a bill in the Legisla-

“I would urge you strongly to not mess with the current
greatest permanent value rule,” Jeff Hickman, an angler
and Sierra Club organizer, told the board Wednesday.
The board and Department of Forestry expect to have a
new rule completed by late 2010 or 2011.

OSWA Forest Tour Photos are Now Online

OSWA staff created a website to share with OSWA
members photos of field tour events. Currently, photos
of three events are available for your viewing pleasure:
Nancy Hathaway’s Tree Farmer of the Year August forest
tour; Anne & Richard Hanschu’s forest tour for Department of Revenue staff held on September 16 and the
West Multnomah County Forest Neighbor Tour hosted
by OSWA members John & Kate Eskew on September 26. To view the photos go to: http://oswafieldtours.
shutterfly.com/pictures. The password is: oswa. For those
that want to add photos of their events, please contact the
OSWA state office staff.
Seedlings for Restoration and Christmas Trees
Selection Questions?
See www.kintighs.com
Springfield, OR
541-746-1842
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Clackamas County may ban
urban clear cuts
Task force recommends compromise ordinance;
some want high fines and greater restrictions

By Matthew Graham, The Clackamas Review
Sep 29, 2009, Updated Sep 29, 2009

After a brief explosion of interest and nine months cooking in a task force, the county has finally come up with
the meat of a tree-cutting ordinance to prevent clear cuts
of properties in the urban area.
Urban Green, a group of local advocates for tree protection, rallied after a parcel with 200 old-growth trees was
cleared, Chips Janger told the Clackamas Review last
year. When the county said it couldn’t do anything, Urban
Green put together a proposal for a tree ordinance, which
has been hashed over with staff and other community
partners since.
What has emerged is a compromise, meeting the group’s
concerns and offering some protection while taking into
account an important issue for the county.
“It’s trying to weigh personal property rights with preservation of our canopy, two very good things that we’re trying to (balance),” said County Commission Chair Lynn
Peterson.

The county commission sent the proposal back for a few
revisions and clarifications, but essentially it would allow
property owners the opportunity to cut two trees a year
without interference and any more than that would have
to be approved by the county. Stipulations for approval
could mean mitigation, such as replacing the tree directly;
paying into a county tree fund so the county can replace it
elsewhere; or accepting a moratorium on developing the
land for a number of years after the trees are cut.
Some trees would also be exempt, such as diseased trees,
hazardous trees and trees smaller than eight inches in
diameter.
Some grounds for the county to grant a permit include
things such as proximity to buildings — is it growing
onto your roof; new construction — could it be placed or
replaced somewhere on the property; if it’s being removed
because it’s blocking a solar energy system; or if it’s interfering with utilities.
The provisions would not apply to commercial or industrial lands or presidential parcels that, by county code, can’t
be divided again into smaller parcels. It would apply to
residential land within Metro’s Urban Growth Boundary
but outside of incorporated areas.
Commissioner Ann Lininger was concerned about potential impacts on businesses and development, but Eileen
Eakins, who chaired the task force, is a member of the
North Clackamas Chamber, which has about 600 local
businesses in its membership. She said
she gave the chamber regular updates, and
the chamber endorsed the initial concept
months ago.
While Urban Green member Catherine
Blosser said such an ordinance is a welcome step, she has concerns about some
portions of the proposal.
“I see the current draft as a work in progress; it has some good elements and elements that do not meet the BCC charge
of ‘preserving, maintaining, and enhancing’
the urban tree canopy,” Blosser said in an email last week. She said the most notable
areas that don’t meet those guidelines are:
cont’d on pg 11
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Practical Applications of Wildlife
Management on Working Forests
Boulevard Grill, Eugene, OR
December 2, 2009

This joint meeting of the Society of American Foresters
and the Wildlife Society will explore tough management
issues facing wildlife biologists and foresters today. This
workshop is designed to address a variety of important
topics and provide biologists and foresters with practical
tools that can be implemented on various landscapes. In
addition to the general session, participants can attend an
interactive Species Fair. Participants will have an opportunity to interact with wildlife experts, and discuss management issues and recommendations for elk, deer, song
birds, amphibians, rare plants and many more species.
Location: The workshop will be held at the Boulevard
Grill, 123 Franklin Boulevard, Eugene, Oregon.
Registration: The registration fee is $25 for SAF, TWS,
OSWA, and AOL members if received by November 16
and $30 for non-members. After November 16, registration is $30 for members and $35 for non-members. Space
is limited to 135 attendees on a first-come, first-served
basis, so register early. Checks (payable to The Wildlife
Society), purchase orders, and credit card payments will
be acceptable. The workshop fee covers the food costs;
all other costs are covered by generous grants from the
Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI) and the SAF
Foresters’ Fund.
http://www.forestry.org/pdf/wildlife_workshop.pdf
Continuing Education Credits: Participating SAF
members will be eligible for 6 CFE hours in Category 1;
forms will be available on-site. Professional loggers will be
eligible for 7 credits. Wildlife biologists will also receive
credits.
Questions: Contact Fran Cafferata Coe by phone at
503-224-3445 or by email fcoe@masonbruce.com.

Agenda
7:30

Registration

8:25	Welcome — Fran Cafferata Coe, Wildlife
Biologist, Mason, Bruce & Girard
8:35	Maintaining economic and wildlife values of
working forests through collaboration



— Ted Lorensen, Former Chief, Private Forest
Division, Oregon Department of Forestry
9:15	False brome implications for forest and wildlife
management — Matt Blakely-Smith, Restoration Ecologist, Institute for Applied Ecology
9:50	Vegetation management strategies and challenges
related to preventing or controlling invasive weeds
in working forests, focus on Coast Range Forests
— Glenn R. Ahrens, Extension Forester, Clatsop
& Tillamook County Staff Chair, Clatsop County
Oregon State University Extension Service
10:25

Break/Species Fair

10:45	Public use, perceptions and access
—Shelley Tschida, CEO, Quality Services, Inc.
11:25	Stream-associated amphibian responses to forest
management: understanding the past and present,
managing for the future — Dr. A.J. Kroll, CWB
Research Biologist, Weyerhaeuser
12:00

Lunch and Species Fair

1:00	Thresholds in songbird abundance and productivity in relation to forest management
— Dr. Matt Betts, Assistant Professor, Landscape
Ecology Oregon State University, and Tana Ellis,
Graduate Student
1:35	Small woodland owner case study
— Jim LeTourneax, Small Woodland Owner
2:10

Break/Species Fair

2:30	Manipulating stand structure of Douglas-fir plantations with vegetation management and PCT:
implications for forest productivity and wildlife
habitat — Tim Harrington, Research Scientist,
Olympia Forestry Sciences Laboratory USDA
Forest Service
3:05	Applying what we know: new habitat models
for elk in Pacific Northwest forests — Dr. John
Cook, Wildlife Biologist, National Council for
Air and Stream Improvement, Inc.
4:00

Evaluations and Close — Fran Cafferata Coe
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Calif. clean-air program designed
to boost forests

By Samantha Young (AP) – 3 days ago

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — California air regulators
Thursday expanded the state’s carbon-offset program to
include forests across the country, creating the most farreaching effort of its kind in the nation.

goals.
“It really demonstrates the key role forests can play in
combatting climate change,” said Gary Gero, president of
the Climate Action Reserve, a nonprofit offset program
that wrote the forestry rules.

The program is voluntary and was endorsed unanimously
by the California Air Resources Board.

Global deforestation accounts for 20 percent of the
world’s greenhouse gas emissions and proposals to give
landowners and developing countries financial incentives to preserve their forests are key elements of national
climate legislation and international treaty negotiations.

Under it, land owners would receive so-called carbon
credits for planting more trees, better managing their forests or agreeing not to convert their property to another
use that would require cutting down trees.

California in 2007 became the first state to adopt rules
intended to oversee and provide a clear accounting of
carbon storage projects, but it was limited to private forest
lands in California.

The idea is that polluting industries could buy those
credits in the private market as a way to offset the amount
of greenhouse gases they produce. The air board will begin
mapping out rules for a government-run carbon market
next year and hopes to include the forestry program, giving industries another way to meet the state’s emissions

The program is viewed as the gold standard for carbon
offsets and landowners who qualify for the program often
collect more money than other schemes, said Paul Mason,
California policy director at the Pacific Forest Trust, a
nonprofit that manages forestry offset projects.

cont’d on next page

You’re looking out
for your land.
Who’s looking out for you?
Your land is important to you and your family. And you and your family are important
to J.D. Fulwiler. That’s why we have been providing personalized insurance coverage to
OSWA members for over five years. If you are looking for options for your liability
insurance, please contact Jan Oyala at 800-735-8325 for more information about how we
can help you.
5727 SW Ma cadam Ave n ue
PO Box 69508
Portla nd, OR 97239
503- 293- 8325
800- 735- 8325
www.jdfuw iler. com

Trusted provider of personal and
business insurance solutions for
over 15 years
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the provision that allows two trees every two years or 10% of trees,
whichever is greater, to be cut on applicable lots;
that there is no Urban Forest Commission to monitor the canopy,
the permit process, permits, etc.;

that there is no commitment to fines or a stringent moratorium
for cutting without a permit, causing concern that the ordinance
will hold no teeth or be regarded as “the cost of doing business;”
that there is no education component;

there is a lack of coordination between the tree ordinance and the
county’s sustainability goals;

a baseline tree inventory needs to be referenced in order to gauge
canopy maintenance and enhancement. Metro’s tree canopy
inventory of 2009 for unincorporated Clackamas County (within
UGB) is 23.9 percent (a sustainable urban tree canopy should be
40–50 percent, per the American Forests research);
And that there is no values statement regarding the values and
benefits of trees to a community.

cont’d from previous page

For example, a credit for a ton of carbon under the California program currently sells for between $8–9 per ton compared to $1 a ton
for forest projects sold by the Chicago Climate Exchange, a voluntary
carbon trading program whose members pledge to cut emissions.
The new rules will allow both private and public forests across the
country to take part and will make it easier for timber companies and
other private landowners to sell credits. One contentious provision
involving forest clear cutting, however, drew the opposition of several
environmental groups that have long opposed that kind of logging.
Participating landowners could cut down up to 40 acres of trees, the
maximum allowable under existing forestry law in California.
“This is ridiculous,” said Jim Stewart, who co-chairs Sierra Club of
California’s energy and climate committee. “We’ve got to save every
single pound of carbon we can in the next 20 years. We can’t allow
any clear cutting.”
Board staff said landowners must prove they ultimately would store
more carbon on the land over 100 years. In addition, landowners in
states that have fewer or no restrictions on clear cutting must abide by
the California limit.
Board member Barbara Riordan added the board would consider
more restrictive forestry practices when it designs its cap and trade
program next year. Copyright © 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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Variable-Density Thinning — What the
heck is it, and why should I care?
By Constance A. Harrington, Research Forester

About 15 years ago, people started talking about variable-density thinning, especially on land managed by
public agencies or environmental organizations. This type
of thinning deliberately creates non-uniform conditions
through a stand. Non-uniform thinning—often called
variable-density thinning—has some advantages over uniform thinning in accelerating the development of wildlife
habitat and in preserving or developing biodiversity. Let
me provide an example and explain how it works.

Results of the Gaps

One type of variable-density thinning called “thinning
with skips and gaps” was used in the Olympic Habitat
Development Study on the Olympic Peninsula in western Washington. The “skips” are areas skipped over in the
thinning (and in this ex-ample were also no-equipment
entry zones). These areas allowed snags to be retained for
wildlife habitat without risking worker safety. They also
protected any ground vegetation, large downed logs, and
associated animals that might be sensitive to disturbance
(for example, most amphibians do better in cooler, moister
areas such as would be found in unthinned patches).
The “gap” part of the thinning creates small openings to
en-courage development of understory vegetation and
also pro-vides areas in the stand that would result in especially good tree growth as the trees around the gaps would
gain additional growing space. The largest trees removed
in the project were removed from the gaps (as all trees
were cut in the gaps other than those of species being favored or those too small to be merchantable); thus, much
of the volume in this project came from the gaps. The
gaps also provided an opening in which to fall trees from
dense areas outside the gaps. The general thinning outside
the skips and gaps in this project was a light thinning
from below, designed to promote residual tree growth and
favor development of understory vegetation.

Why Go to the Trouble?

“Yeah, yeah,” I can almost hear some of you say. “Why
should I care about this type of thinning? Sounds like
more trouble than it’s worth.” It’s true that many of the
variable-density thinnings that have been accomplished
are relatively light, and the volume removed is low. How-

ever, there are probably tens of thousands of acres in the
Western United States that are fairly uniform now and
could be thinned in this manner to achieve wildlife goals
as well as provide employ-ment opportunities in the forest products sector. There are many acres that will only become available for thinning if the early examples go well.
Some people are skeptical that the benefits from any type
of thinning outweigh the potential risks, and they need
to be convinced by the results of successful projects. For
projects that depend on public acceptance to move forward, it’s im-portant there be early successes.

From the Ground

So, what does variable-density thinning look like on the
ground? It differs, depending on the requirements of the
land-owner and the landowner’s past experience with the
logger. In some cases, the skips are marked on maps and
on the ground with tags stapled to trees indicating the
boundary of the partial-cut unit. It is possible, however,
the skips could be “logger’s choice” with the number, size,
and general location specified (for example, no more than
so many in a certain per-centage of the area).

As mentioned above, skips can help preserve snags while
protecting logger safety, so locating them in areas of the
stand with large or numerous snags can make sense. Gaps
can also be marked with paper tags on trees (marking
the boundary of the “clearcut”) or delineated with paint.
Although all trees to be cut in a gap could be painted, I
haven’t seen that done as it takes a lot of extra paint and
type of thinning. Some prescriptions are very complex
(speci-fying the spacing by species and requiring a level
of clumping in residual trees), but others have been pretty
straightforward and simple to apply. Not all variable-density thinning includes skips and gaps — some just vary
the level of removal (or level retained) in different parts of
the stand.
So, in a nutshell, that’s variable-density thinning. It’s a
long name, but not really such a hard nut to crack.
Constance A. Harrington is a Research Forester at the
Pacific Northwest Research Station’s Forestry Sciences
Laboratory in Olympia,Wash.
www.fs.fed.us/pnw/Olympia/silv/
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Private Woodland Landowners Gather in
Washington, D.C. To Voice Support for
Proposed Legislation
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their forests.
Tax issues are never far from the minds of family woodland owners, since each and every one of them are impacted, so the group also asked Congress for important
improvements in conservation easement tax incentives
and the estate tax. The group asked for support of HR
3054, introduced by Rep. Thompson (D-CA), to improve
incentives in the estate tax for families to pass their working land on to their heirs, as well as HR 1831 and S 812,
which extends tax incentives for conservation easements.

“Tree Farmers actively manage their woodlands because
they have a passion for forest stewardship,” remarked Bob
Simpson, senior vice president, forestry of the American Forest Foundation (AFF), the parent organization
of ATFS. “In addition to their passion, these landowners
have to generate income from their woodlands to keep
them viable. They cannot risk letting their woodlands
Members of the American Tree Farm System® (ATFS)
burn or be attacked by insects or disease. Our annual
gathered in Washington, D.C. for their 16th Annual Tree convention provides these outstanding stewards with an
Farmer Convention, September 28 – September 30. More opportunity to learn from experts, and from each other,
than 200 private woodland owners and their families
about managing their forests wisely,” he said.
from across the country met for three days of workshops,
For more information on these issues, visit www.familyfellowship, and advocacy to bring attention to the imporforestaction.org.
tant role of family forestland ownership in sustaining our
nation’s natural resources.
During their time in D.C., 150 woodland owners met
with more than 170 Senators and Representatives to
share personal stories about forest stewardship, sustainability, and to highlight the need for policies to keep them
on their lands and their woodlands working. Landowners highlighted the need for new markets and incentives
for renewable biomass and forest carbon, tax policies that
help keep their woodlands intact, and environmental education legislation to help youth understand the role that
forests and our environment play in our lives.

cont’d from pg 6

“Never before has Congress heard from this many small
woodland owners at once. It was an historic event that I
was very proud and excited to be a part of,” stated Josiah
Pierce, a family woodland owner from Baldwin, Maine.

When they started building their house last year, the
Grangers knew they wanted it to be energy-efficient, but
they also wanted to see if they could cut back on the energy expended to haul building materials to their bare lot
in the Cully neighborhood.

When you buy or build a home, the geographic source of
the wood that back its walls or frame its windows is usually
a mystery, lost in a long supply chain of builders, home
supply stores, lumber yards, mills and forest owners.
But just as people in Portland and elsewhere now take
a greater interest in where their food comes from, some
consumers like the Grangers are curious to know the provenance of the wood they live surrounded by everyday.

The woodland owners asked Congress to support Forest
“It’s nice to know where your wood comes from, that it’s
Carbon Incentives legislation (S 1576/HR 2880), introduced in the House and Senate by Representative Pingree not just from China,” said Julie Granger, a program manager at Volunteers of America.
(D-ME) and Senators Shaheen(D-NH) and Snowe
(R-ME), and other important aspects of climate change
and renewable energy legislation that will encourage
cont’d on pg 15
woodland owners to sequester and store more carbon in
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Senate enters the fray on roadless forests

By Matthew Preusch, The Oregonian
October 02, 2009, 1:30pm

Northwest lawmakers introduced a bill Thursday to permanently protect 58 million acres of undeveloped federal
forests.
The fight over so-called roadless forests has spanned three
presidential administrations, and most recently it’s largely
played out in the court system. (You can read up on that
history here.)

The rule makes millions of acres of land managed by the
U.S. government — including about 2 million acres in
Oregon — off limits to logging and road-building.
“Americans have been unequivocal in their support of the
roadless rule,” Inslee, who introduced his first roadless
protection bill in 2002, said in a statement. “It should be
crystal clear in federal law too.”

U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., and U.S. Rep. Jay Inslee, D-Wash., filed bills in the Senate and House respectively to codify into law the Roadless Area Conservation
Rule, which the Clinton administration created, the Bush
administration weakened and the Obama administration
has pledged to defend.

Order Now for the Holidays
Purchase a wide-range of high
quality OSWA logo products.
Our goal at the Awesome OSWA store is to deliver high quality products that
you are proud to wear and use, as well as gift with pride to family members
and friends. By wearing, using and displaying Awesome OSWA products, you
are helping promote our association to colleagues, neighbors and friends.
For more information and to order online, visit
www.oswa.org or contact Ilene Waldorf at 503-829-3181
or iwal@molalla.net

Thank you for supporting our Association through
your purchases of Awesome OSWA products.

continued News

cont’d from pg 13

After some searching, they found Stephen Aiguier, the
owner of Green Hammer, a local build and design firm.
Four years ago, Aiguier and local timber land owner Peter
Hayes launched a group called the Build Local Alliance
to connect architects, homebuilders, contractors, lumber
yards and forest owners in a local-only supply chain.
That group, which now has about 150 members, is making
it easier for people like the Grangers-who want quality
wood from a sustainable source-to buy from local forest owners who are seeking a sustainable alternative to
industrial tree farming and whose land is often threatened
by development and sprawl.
“In the same way the local food movement is driven by
quality, a lot of this is driven by builders and customers
just wanting quality material,” said Hayes, who is also a
member of the Oregon Board of Forestry. “It’s not necessarily about saving the earth or a certain type of forestry.
It’s about a quality product.”
But for Hayes, whose family manages three forests in the
Coast Range west of Portland, it’s very much about a certain type of forestry, one that emphasizes ecological values
like water quality and wildlife habitat while still finding
ways to make a profit.
So instead of just planting and harvesting a monoculture
of Douglas fir-Oregon’s money-making tree-Hayes’ forests have a diversity of species. And builders like Aiguier
are one way to connect that style of forestry with customers who value the marbled knotting of the wood he can
mill from the remaining maple on his land, a tree species
commonly cleared from industrial forests.
“It ended up superb,” said Bob Granger, giving a tour of
his maple floors recently to Hayes as the forester snapped
pictures of the finished products, knots and all.
This intimate link between home buyer and tree grower
is rare. And Hayes and others know it’s not practical to
expand to a larger scale.
So the alliance is finding ways to make it easier for builders working for customers like the Grangers to find local
wood without going direct to source or having to special
order lumber from local mills.
“The whole point was to basically allow for wholesale
distribution to happen for small foresters,” said Aiguier
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Last year, Sustainable NW, a member of the alliance,
opened a lumber yard in Vancouver where lumber companies can come load up on trim or flooring or two-byfours, just like they might at a Home Depot. Except all
the wood at the yard is from northern California, Oregon
or Washington.
The yard’s customers are primarily companies like Parr
Lumber that either specially market the local wood from
Sustainable NW Wood’s or simply like to have it on hand
should someone come in asking specifically for a locallysourced product.
“While there was a fairly robust land base and milling
infrastructure and demand for the product, all to often the
market connection was not being made. The reason was
there often was not a standing supply of local inventory,”
said Ryan Temple, president of the groups for-profit arm,
Sustainable NW Wood.
The lumber yard tries to fill that missing link, and it seems
to be working, Temple said.
“It’s surprising the growth we’ve had given economic conditions,” Temple said. Next month, the lumber yard will
move to a permanent location in east Portland.
Price does count. Sustainable wood products like those
locally-grown or certified by the Forest Stewardship
Council typically cost 5 percent to 25 percent more than
standard lumber, Temple said. But those costs should
come down as the supply chain becomes more efficient, he
said.
And it’s a small premium to pay to know you’re supporting responsible forestry and local business, argues Aiguier.
He hopes the alliance can expand its reach enough so that
soon buying a locally grown two-by-four will be as common as searching out locally grown tomatoes.
“We’ve been pretty successful on a micro scale of getting
local wood headed through local hands to local projects,”
he said. “But I think we’re at the point where we need to
up the ante a little bit to move beyond the low hanging
fruit and start talking to larger builders and home supply
stores.”

“Of the infinite variety of fruits which spring from the bosom of the earth, the trees of the wood are the greatest in dignity.”
— Susan Fenimore Cooper
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Forestry groups want conservation
incentives included in climate bill

By Matthew Preusch, The Oregonian
September 24, 2009, 1:00 pm

Peter Hayes walks through his family’s forest west
of Portland in the Coast Range.
The newsletter Environment & Energy Daily has a
story today about forestry and conservation groups
lobbying congress for changes to the climate bill to
create incentives for preserving private forests.
This push for money for conservation programs is
part of a broader effort by farmers, ranchers and
forest owners to create a market for what’s called
ecosystem services. That is, they’d like to be paid
for the societal benefits like clean air and water that
their lands, if consciously managed, provide.
Earlier this year, we wrote about one local example
of this trend: forest owners seeking a way to bundle
and sell credits for the greenhouse gasses captured
by their trees.

David Ford
davidford27@gmail.com

In Memory Of…

Mrs. Barbara J. Bentz of Blue Den Ranch in Scio, Oregon recently passed away after an extended battle with cancer. The Bentz
family has been active members of OSWA and the Linn County Chapter for many decades. The family has been recognized for
their outstanding forest stewardship and contributions to their church and community. OSWA wishes to extend their sympathies
to the Bentz family.
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